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FICTION 
 

 

LITERARY FICTION 

 

WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE SOLOMONS [previously: Yossi Tavili 

Stands in the Fields] by Bethany Ball 

 
 

 

Agent: Duvall Osteen, Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – Grove/Atlantic 

Publication 

date: 

April 2017 

Material: ms available 

A multigenerational family saga set in Israel, New York City, and 

Connecticut.  

WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE SOLOMONS captures the cultural and 

communal art of storytelling in a tightly wrought narrative that 

explores the moral complexities of the divide between religious 

tradition and secular life. The novel maneuvers through the growth of 

a Jewish settlement at various points in time, from the early 1900s to 

2011, with an almost fable-like exploration of human behavior, and the 

consequences of circumstance.  

In the foreground, we meet Aaron Grossman, an Israeli ex-Navy Seal, 

who is falsely accused of money laundering through his hedge fund. 

His American wife, Carolyn, makes meager attempts to hold their 

family of five together, as she readily embraces her own demons. As 

the story unfolds across its nearly one hundred year span, we 

encounter major players both in and outside of the Grossman family, 

learning their secrets and engaging in their politics, from the founding 

of the kibbutz that ties them together, to Wall Street office that 

ultimately tears them apart. It's a powerhouse of a novel, short, 

elegant, and deftly linked through generations. 

Bethany Ball lays bare the complexities of modern life in prose that has the 

resonant simplicity of a fairy tale. Readers who love I.B. Singer and Grace 

Paley now have another writer to adore. -- Brian Morton, Starting Out in 

the Evening 

Told in a razor-sharp prose that takes no prisoners, this is that rare book that 

can make you laugh while it’s breaking your heart. I couldn’t get enough. -- 

David Hollander, L.I.E. 

Bethany Ball, in her fearless literary debut, goes deep into contemporary life 

to give the reader characters so alive we have met them and a story so true it 

takes fiction to tell it.  From Israel to Manhattan to Connecticut and back, on 

a bridge of family, money, lies, drugs, and false accusations. For the reader, a 

knock on the door will never be the same. -- Scott Wolven, Controlled Burn 

Bethany is hard at work on her next novel, which is set in Detroit. 
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THE BOOK OF ANNA by Carmen Boullosa 

 
 

The Marsh Agency handles 

rights in Albania, Arab 

World, Baltic States, Brazil, 

Bulgaria, Croatia, France, 

Germany, Greece, Holland, 

Portugal, Romania, Russia, 

Serbia, Slovak Republic, 

Spain and Spanish speaking 

Latin America, Ukraine and 

UK. 

 

Agent: The Jennifer Lyons Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): US – Deep Vellum, Mexico – Alfaguara Penguin 

Random House, Spain – Siruela 

Publication 

date: 

January 2017 

The magnificent, beautiful Ana Karenina, never more gorgeous, is the sun at 

midnight. 

Leo Tolstoy wrote that Anna Karenina was the author of a “top 

quality, notable book”. Here is the account of how the pages of that 

work were discovered. 

January, 1905. St. Petersburg. Anarchists attempt to quell the mass 

demonstration led by Father Gapón with an attack; the beautiful 

Clementine places the bomb on the streetcar that crosses the frozen 

Neva River. Ms. Karenina’s children, who carry the weight of the 

beautiful woman who killed herself, are going to the opera. The czar 

has shown interest in acquiring a portrait of Ana for his collection. 

Upon rooting through the cellar to find this portrait, a box is 

discovered that contains two versions of Ana’s manuscript, the first 

even received acclaim by a potential editor. But Ana hadn’t agreed 

and ended up rewriting her novel. The second manuscript is this text. 

Ana’s Book takes up the themes of children’s stories, and by 

interweaving them, paints a portrait of her extreme exasperation. In 

this intimate, surprising novel, the characters become real people and 

vice versa, in an interesting game of mirrors that ultimately resolves 

more than one mystery. 

If I had to choose a literary kitchen to settle during a week, I would choose a 

woman author´s. I would happily live in Silvina Ocampo´s, in Alejandra 

Pizarnik´s, or in the kitchen of the Mexican novelist and poet Carmen 

Boullosa… Boullosa´s Mexico’s greatest woman writer. -- Roberto Bolaño 

Carmen Boullosa proposes us another method to defeat and accelerate 

History, and it is through dreams. -- Carlos Fuentes 

Carmen Boullosa (Mexico City, 1954) is the author of seventeen 

novels, two book of essays, seven volumes of poetry, and ten plays 

(seven staged). Her novel La otra mano de Lepanto was accounted by an 

international survey of authorities to be among the top works of 

literature written in Spanish in the last twenty-five years. Some of her 

seventeen novels deal with historical themes – the world of 

Moctezuma, the early Colonial period in Mexico City, the life of 

pirates in the 17th Century Caribbean, the era of Cervantes – and some 

have been translated into Italian, Dutch, German, French, Portuguese, 

Chinese, and Russian. With Salman Rushdie, Boullosa co-founded the 

Mexico City House for Persecuted Writers at Mexico City, and in 2007 

she co-founded Café Nueva York, a group of writers who work in 

Spanish and live in New York, dedicated to reclaiming the forgotten 

legacy of their forebears who also wrote in Spanish and lived in New 

York. 
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DINNER AT THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH by Nathan Englander  

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 
Dutch – Ambo Anthos, 

German – Luchterhand 

 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

Chinese/ Mainland – 

Shanghai 99 Readers’ 

Culture Co., 

Chinese/Taiwan – Peripato 

Culture Studio, 

Czech – Nakladatelstvi 

Paseka, 

Dutch – Ambo Anthos, 

French – Plon, 

German – Luchterhand, 

Hebrew – Keter, 

Italian – Einaudi, 

Japanese – Shinchosha, 

Norwegian – Gyldendal 

Norsk, 

Polish – Zeszyty Literackie, 

Portuguese/Brazil – 

Companhia das Letras, 

Russian – OOO "Knizhniki", 

Swedish – Brombergs 

Bokforlag 

 

Agent: Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – Knopf 

Publication 

date: 

September 2017 

Delivery 

date:  

April 2017 

A prisoner in a secret cell. The guard who has watched over him a 

dozen years. An American waitress in Paris. A young Palestinian man 

in Berlin who strikes up an odd friendship with a wealthy Canadian 

businessman. And The General, Israel’s most controversial leader, 

who lies dying in a hospital, the only man who knows of the prisoner’s 

existence. 

From these vastly different lives Nathan Englander has woven a 

powerful, intensely suspenseful portrait of a nation riven by an 

insoluble conflict, even as the lives of its citizens become fatefully and 

inextricably entwined—a political thriller of the highest order that 

interrogates the anguished, violent division between Israelis and 

Palestinians, and dramatizes the immense moral ambiguities haunting 

both sides.  Who is right, who is wrong—who is the guard, who is 

truly the prisoner?  

A tour de force from one of America’s most acclaimed voices in 

contemporary fiction. Nathan Englander’s last book, What We Talk 

About When We Talk About Anne Frank was a Pulitzer finalist and 

winner of the Frank O’Connor International Short Story Award. 

Nathan is also the author of the story collection For the Relief of 

Unbearable Urges and the novel The Ministry of Special Cases (both 

Alfred A. Knopf). His fiction and essays have been published in The 

New Yorker, The New York Times, The Atlantic Monthly, The 

Washington Post, Electric Literature and anthologized in The O. 

Henry Prize Anthology and numerous editions of Best American Short 

Stories, including the latest issue Best American Short Stories 2011 (ed: 

Geraldine Brooks). Englander was selected as one of “20 Writers for 

the 21st Century” by The New Yorker, received a Guggenheim 

Fellowship, a PEN/Malamud Award, and the Sue Kaufman Prize from 

the American Academy of Arts & Letters.  

 

KADDISH.COM by Nathan Englander 

 

Agent: Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – Knopf 

Delivery date: June 2017 

When Larry’s father dies he goes home to sit shiva. But Larry is now 

secular, the odd one out in an orthodox family and he finds he 

simply can’t perform the duty expected of the eldest son – to recite 

the Kaddish prayer every day for 11 months. A commitment of such 
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length and solemnity is just too much for this atheist. So he finds a 

website that promises to perform the service on behalf of the 

bereaved, and signs up.  

Things go wrong. 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

German – Luchterhand, 

Dutch – Ambo Anthos 

 

 

HISTORY OF WOLVES by Emily Fridlund 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD:  
Dutch – Signatuur, 

French – Gallmeister, 

German - Berlin Verlag, 

Italian – DeAgostini, 

Swedish – Albert Bonniers 

 

 

Agent: Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – Grove/Atlantic, UK – Weidenfeld & Nicolson 

Publication 

date: 

February 2017 

A coming-of-age story that explores, in the words of Emily 

Fridlund’s young narrator, “the difference between what you want 

to believe and what you do.” 

Linda has an idiosyncratic home life; her parents live in abandoned 

commune cabins in northern Minnesota and are hanging onto the last 

vestiges of a faded counter-culture world. The kids at school call her 

freak, or Commie, she is an outsider in all things. What she 

understands of the world comes from what she observes at school, 

where her teacher is accused of possessing child pornography, and 

from watching the seemingly ordinary life of a family she babysits 

for.  The accusation against the teacher turns out to be more 

complicated, and perhaps more innocent than it at first seems. The 

‘ordinary’ family turn out to be Christian Scientists who refuse to get 

medical care when their child becomes ill.   

It’s a novel that pivots on a morally complex question - how complicit 

is the observer of a ‘crime’, how complicit is a child who neither fully 

understands her world, nor the consequences of her inaction. 

As exquisite a first novel as I’ve ever encountered. Poetic, complex and 

utterly, heartbreakingly beautiful. --TC Boyle, author of The Harder They 

Come 

Emily Fridlund grew up in the Twin Cities and received her MFA in 

fiction from Washington University in Saint Louis. She recently 

completed her doctorate in Literature and Creative Writing at the 

University of Southern California. Emily is currently working on a 

study of simultaneity in narrative, called The Usual Things in Unusual 

Places. She lives with her husband in Ithaca, New York. 

 

TO BECOME A WHALE by Ben Hobson 

 
 

Agent: Gaby Naher, The Naher Agency 

Publisher(s): Australia – Allen & Unwin 

Publication 

date: 

June 2017 

Material: ms available 

A stunning literary debut in the tradition of Favel Parrett’s Past the 

Shallows and Tim Winton’s An Open Swimmer. 
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TO BECOME A WHALE tells the story of 13-year-old Sam Keogh, 

whose mother has died. Sam has to learn how to live with his silent, 

hitherto absent father, who decides to make a man out of his son by 

taking him to work at Tangalooma, then the largest whaling station in 

the southern hemisphere. What follows is the devastatingly beautiful 

story of a gentle boy trying to make sense of the terrible reality of 

whaling and the cruelty and alienation of his new world, the world of 

men. 

Set around Moreton Island and Noosa in 1961, TO BECOME A 

WHALE is an extraordinarily vivid and haunting novel that reads like 

an instant classic of Australian literature. There are echoes of Craig 

Silvey, Favel Parrett, Tim Winton and Randolph Stow in this moving 

and transformative novel. 

Hobson takes us to the depths of cruelty to show us the hard life. A boy tries 

to be a man, a man tries to be a father, and both struggle to navigate what it 

means to be men. A great study in masculinity. -- Willy Vlautin, author 

of Lean on Pete and The Free 

Ben Hobson is an author and educator, whose debut novel will be 

released by Allen & Unwin in June 2017. He lives in Brisbane with his 

two sons, Charlie and Henry, and his wife Lena. 

 

WHISKEY by Bruce Holbert 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

French – Gallmeister 

Agent: Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – FSG 

Publication 

date: 

tbc 

Delivery 

date: 

April 2017 

Few families could be so close, and so apart. 

WHISKEY is a family story – an ‘unhappy in its own way’ family of 

course. Andre and Smoker are brothers, they’re also failing (in Andre’s 

case) and failed (in Smoker’s case) husbands. However, as sons they’re 

united in their reckoning of their father, Pork, and mother, Peg, 

failures both. Just as a for-instance, when discussing the pros and cons 

of shooting Pork, Smoker comments that: “No court would convict 

me. Not as long as the jury knew Pork.”  

Part white, part Indian (of the Colville tribe), living in Grand Coulee, 

Electric City, the family move violently through their lives, fierce with 

each other yet deeply loyal. A comment made about Pork and Peg 

could apply to the whole family: “Peg had delivered him into calamity 

though he went willingly, truth be told, full steam.” 

WHISKEY is as it sounds - strong and raspy as the drink it’s named 

for, violent and funny as hell, and then more violent again.  

Bruce’s work has been compared to Cormac McCarthy and Larry 

McMurtry but he is very much his own man and with Whiskey he lays 

claim to the landscape of America’s northern border – it’s Washington 

and Idaho as you’ve never before seen them.  
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Bruce Holbert is a graduate of the University of Iowa Writers’ 

Workshop. His work has appeared in The Iowa Review, Hotel 

America, The Antioch Review, Crab Creek Review, West Wind 

Review, and Cairn. Holbert grew up at the foot of the Okanogan 

Mountains. His great-grandfather was an Indian scout and among the 

first settlers of the Grand Coulee. His first novel, Lonesome Animals, 

was published in 2012, and was followed by The Hour of Lead in 2014 

(both Counterpoint), which won the Washington State Book Award 

2015. 

 

UNTITLED SHORT STORY COLLECTION by Denis Johnson 

 
 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 
Dutch – de Bezige Bij, 

French – Bourgois, 

German – Rowohlt, 

Hebrew – Korim, 

Italian – Einaudi, 

Spanish – Literatura 

Random House 

Agent: Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – Dial Press 

Publication 

date: 

January 2018 

Delivery 

date: 

April 2017 

National Book Award and two-time Pulitzer Prize finalist Denis 

Johnson's story collection will contain all original material except 

for two stories. 

Poet, playwright and author Denis Johnson was born in Munich, 

West Germany in 1949 and was raised in Tokyo, Manila and 

Washington. He holds a masters' degree from the University of Iowa 

and has received many awards for his work, including a Lannan 

Fellowship in Fiction (1993), a Whiting Writer's Award (1986), the Aga 

Khan Prize for Fiction from the Paris Review for Train Dreams, and 

most recently, the National Book Award for Fiction (2007). 

 

ONE STATION AWAY by Olaf Olafsson 

 
 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 
Dutch – Signatuur/AW 

Bruna, 

Serbian – RTV B92 

Agent: Watkins/Loomis 

Publisher(s): US – Ecco Press 

Publication 

date: 

December 2017 

Material: ms available 

Magnus Cunningham, a New York neurologist, is dealing with the 

loss of his fiancée when his aging mother, a concert pianist in England, 

finally finds success after decades of disappointments.  

Having had little to do with her and his father, a record producer, for 

years, he is now forced to confront his strained relationship with 

them.  At the same time, he receives a patient, an unidentified woman 

found after a car accident, paralyzed but possibly conscious. 

Magnus becomes obsessed with making contact with his new patient, 

but he is unprepared for the consequences, as he is for the truth he 

uncovers about his parents and the death of his fiancée. 

Olaf Olafsson is the author of five novels (Restoration, Innocents, 

Walking into the Night, The Journey Home and Absolution) and a 



 

8 
The Marsh Agency Ltd, 50 Albemarle Street, London, W1S 4BD, UK. 

Tel: 0044 (0) 20 7493 4361. Email: books@marsh-agency.co.uk 

collection of stories (Valentines). Olafsson, who leads two dramatically 

distinct lives as executive vice president of Time Warner in New York 

and as Iceland's bestselling novelist, has been hailed by Library Journal 

as 'a gifted writer,' by Kirkus Reviews as 'a welcome new voice,' and by 

Forbes as a 'top-notch Nordic novelist, who may become that true 

rarity, an Icelandic Nobel Prize winner.' Olafsson studied physics as a 

Wien Scholar at Brandeis University. He was born in Reykjavik, 

Iceland, and lives in New York City with his wife and three children. 

 

THERE THERE by Tommy Orange 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

Danish – Politikens, 

French – Albin Michel, 

Italian – Frassinelli, 

Portuguese/Brazil – Rocco, 

Swedish – Polaris, 

German and Spanish – 

under offer 

Agent: Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – Knopf 

Publication 

date: 

tbc 

Material: ms available 

A novel about violence and recovery, about family and loss, about 

identity and power. About how Native people live and survive (or 

do not survive) in cities like Oakland today. 

Tommy Orange’s novel, THERE THERE, weaves together an array of 

contemporary Native American voices as they prepare to attend a 

powwow. Tony Loneman is a troubled young man with Foetal 

Alcohol Syndrome who, through his desire for some sense of power, 

involves himself in the robbery of an Oakland powwow. Also 

attending are: Dene Oxendene, part white, part Cheyenne, part 

Arapaho, who documents Indian stories; wheelchair-bound John 

Rollins Three, he knows his mother is native, but that’s about it; 

Jacquie Red Feather; and one of Jacquie’s grandsons, Orvil, who learns 

how to dance for the powwow by watching YouTube videos. Orvil 

enters his first dancing competition at the very powwow that 

Loneman decides to rob.  

We all came to the powwow for different reasons. The messy, dangling strands 

of our lives got pulled into a braid—tied to the back of everything we’d been 

doing all along to get us here. There will be death and playing dead, there will 

be screams and unbearable silences, forever-silences, and a kind of time travel, 

at the moment the gunshots start, when we look around and see ourselves as 

we are, in our regalia, and something in our blood will recoil then boil hot 

enough to burn through time and place and memory. We’ll go back to where 

we came from, when we were people running from bullets at the end of that 

old world. 

Tommy Orange is a recent graduate from the MFA program at the 

Institute of American Indian Arts. He is a 2014 MacDowell Fellow, and 

a 2016 Writing by Writers Fellow. Tommy was born and raised in 

Oakland, California. He is an enrolled member of the Cheyenne and 

Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma. He currently lives in Angels Camp, 

California. 
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THE TWELVE LIVES OF SAMUEL HAWLEY by Hannah Tinti 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD:  

French – Gallimard, 

German – Kein & Aber, 

Polish – Papierowy Ksiezyc, 

Spanish –  Seix Barral 

 

 

Agent: Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – Dial Press, UK – Tinder Press/Headline 

Publication 

date: 

March 2017 

Material: ms available 

Our hero, Samuel Hawley has twelve bullet scars on his body. In 

alternating chapters we learn how he received each one - bullet #1, a 

botched robbery attempt in New Breton; bullet #2, while heading to 

a casino he intends to rip off with his partner, Jove; bullet #3, 

retrieving stolen goods; bullet #4, making a drop at a diner; bullet 

#5, shot by his wife … and so on.  

Alternating with these chapters is a father-daughter story as Samuel 

attempts to raise Loo on his own, while protecting her from the truth 

about his past life as a criminal and, chiefly, from the truth about how 

Loo’s mother died.  

It’s a family tale with an edge and an adventure story with humour, 

beautifully paced, with a tip of the hat to the 12 Labours of Hercules. 

Although instead of a wooden club Samuel has his Bolt-Action Model 

5 Remington, his Winchester Model 52, his Colt Python, his 20 gauge 

shotgun, a snub-nosed Ruger and a collection of Derringers… 

Hannah Tinti grew up in Salem, Massachusetts. Her work has 

appeared in various magazines and anthologies, including Best 

American Mystery Stories 2003. Her short story collection, Animal 

Crackers, has been sold in sixteen countries, and was a runner up for 

the PEN/Hemingway award. Her novel The Good Thief was published 

in 2008 and was translated in more than ten languages. 

 

SING, UNBURIED, SING by Jesmyn Ward 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 
French – Belfond, 

German – Antje Kunstmann 

 

SALES OF SALVAGE THE 

BONES: 

Chinese/Mainland – 

Shanghai 99, 

Chinese/Taiwan – Yuan 

Liou, 

Danish – Klim, 

Agent: Jennifer Lyons at The Jennifer Lyons Literary 

Agency 

Publisher(s): WEL – Scribner 

Publication 

date: 

November 2017 

Material: ms available 

A searing and profound Southern family odyssey by National Book 

Award winner Jesmyn Ward. 

In Jesmyn Wards’s first novel since her National Book Award-winner, 

Salvage the Bones, she returns to Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, and the 

grand themes of her earlier work. Confronting the realities of life in 

rural, coastal Mississippi, Ward gives us an epochal story, a road novel 

through Mississippi’s past and present that explores the bonds of 

family as tested by racism and poverty. Told in Ward’s rich, lyrical 

language, this majestic novel is impossible to ignore.  

For Pop and Mam, their daughter Leonie, and her kids Jojo and Kayla, 

life is hard: Mam has cancer, Pop is preoccupied by working their 
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small parcel of land, Leonie has a meth problem, and Jojo and Kayla 

seek love from their grandparents rather than their absent mother. 

Their lives are further complicated when Leonie gets the call from the 

white father of her children that he’s up for parole. She quickly gathers 

up her kids, recruits a friend for the ride, and embarks on the journey 

north to the Delta to collect Michael at Parchman Farm, the Mississippi 

State Penitentiary. But no journey for a woman like Leonie through 

this state is without danger, and many things go wrong, sometimes 

dramatically. 

If the trip to Parchman is rocky, the return is worse, and arriving at 

home doesn’t bring Leonie and her family the peace they seek. Instead, 

two battles ensue: one with Mississippi’s present and another with its 

horrific past. Raw, heartbreaking, and ultimately hopeful, Jesmyn 

Ward’s novel grapples with the ugly truths at the heart of our national 

story, paying tribute to Faulkner and Morrison, The Odyssey and the 

Old Testament, all while showcasing the major talents of this singular 

American voice. 

Jesmyn Ward grew up in DeLisle, Mississippi. She received her MFA 

from the University of Michigan, where she won five Hopwood 

awards for essays, drama, and fiction. She was a Stegner Fellow at 

Stanford from 2008-2010, and was also named the 2010-11 Grisham 

Writer-in-Residence at the University of Mississippi. Her debut novel, 

Where the Line Bleeds, was an Essence Magazine Book Club selection, a 

Black Caucus of the ALA Honor Award recipient, and a finalist for 

both the VCU Cabell First Novelist Award and the Hurston-Wright 

Legacy Award. Her second novel, Salvage the Bones, won the National 

Book Award and was also a Dayton Literary Peace Prize Finalist.  

French – Belfond, 

German – Kuntsmann, 

Korean – EunHaeng Namur, 

Portuguese – Porto, 

Spanish – Siruela/no longer 

an option, 

Sweden – Forum 

 

The Marsh Agency handles 

rights in Albania, Arab 

World, Baltic States, Brazil, 

Bulgaria, Croatia, France, 

Germany, Greece, Holland, 

Portugal, Romania, Russia, 

Serbia, Slovak Republic, 

Spain and Spanish speaking 

Latin America, Ukraine and 

UK. 

 

 

 

 

UPMARKET / COMMERCIAL FICTION 

 

SEALSKIN by Su Bristow 

 
 

 

Agent: D H H Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): UK & Commonwealth – Orenda Books 

Publication 

date: 

February 2017 

Donald is a young fisherman, eking out a lonely living on the west 

coast of Scotland. One night he witnesses something miraculous… 

and makes a terrible mistake. His action changes lives – not only his 

own, but those of his family and the entire tightly knit community in 

which they live. Can he ever atone for the wrong he has done, and can 

love grow when its foundation is violence? 

Based on the legend of the selkies – seals who can transform into 

people – SEALSKIN is a magical story, evoking the harsh beauty of 

the landscape, the resilience of its people, both human and animal, 

and the triumph of hope over fear and prejudice. With exquisite grace, 

Exeter Novel Prize-winner Su Bristow transports us to a different 
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world, subtly and beautifully exploring what it means to be an 

outsider, and our innate capacity for forgiveness and acceptance. Rich 

with myth and magic, Sealskin is, nonetheless, a very human story, as 

relevant to our world as to the timeless place in which it is set. And it 

is, quite simply, unforgettable. 

An evocative story, told with skill and beauty, that held me spellbound until 

the very last page. -- Amanda Jennings 

Su Bristow grew up in Surrey, the eldest child of parents who were 

both migrants from the big city; her father from inner London and her 

mother from Glasgow.  It was not at all a bookish household, but 

books became Su’s joy and her refuge as soon as she could read. 

 

BAXTER’S REQUIEM by Matthew Crow  

Agent: D H H Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): UK – Little Brown 

Publication 

date: 

April 2018 

Material: ms available 

Harold Fry meets The 100 Year Old Man Who Climbed Out of the 

Window, with a bit of Huckleberry Finn thrown in for good 

measure: it is poignant, life affirming and at times incredibly 

funny, written with wry humour and an excellent turn of phrase.  

‘It’s kindness, isn’t it? That’s what’s so difficult – that the answer is so 

easy. That the first lesson we are taught is the first we forget. And 

yet, were it for kindness, there would be no stories to tell. Life could 

simply be lived, instead of endured, and examined retrospectively…’ 

Mr. Baxter is ninety-four years old. Raconteur, retired music teacher, 

and the bane of the staff at Melrose Gardens Retirement Home. 

Rendered unwilling victim of assisted living after a fall at his house, 

he finds himself presented with news of his suddenly pressing 

mortality. 

And though, unperturbed by the news itself, it brings with it 

thoughts he has long since laid to rest. For with Baxter goes his 

memories, and the name of the man that he once loved.  

It is his quest to bid farewell to this love which takes him on a 

midnight run from the care home - with a troubled young member of 

staff in tow – on a mission to the war graves of France to say one last 

goodbye before it is too late. 

Matthew Crow was born and raised in the North East. He has 

written for newspapers and magazines since his teens, and published 

three novels. The second, My Dearest Jonah, was nominated for the 

Dylan Thomas Prize, and the third, In Bloom, for the Carnegie Medal. 

He lives in Newcastle and is currently working on his fourth book, 

Another Place, which is a YA novel to be published by Much in Little 

next year. 
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WATER AND GLASS by Abi Curtis 

 
 

 

Agent: Watson, Little 

Publisher(s): UK –  Cloud Lodge Books 

Publication 

date: 

November 2017 

Material: ms available 

In the lower depths of a large ship, zoologist Nerissa Crane takes an 

ultrasound of a heavily pregnant Asian elephant. The elephant 

conceived off the ship but, it transpires, was forced on board – along 

with Nerissa and a haphazard collection of humans and animals – by 

a form of flooding-related environmental disaster. Nerissa is calm and 

solitary both in her work and in navigating the trauma of her 

husband’s presumed death; but when messages from the ship’s 

command inexplicably dissipate and one of her animals escapes, she 

is forced to enter the ship’s thrown-together communal world where 

she uncovers more than she ever expected. 

This is a story about human nature – and the animal world – under 

great pressure and in enclosed spaces. Mixing elements of nature 

writing, Victorian adventure, and post-apocalyptic fiction in the 

framework of a modern Noah’s Ark story, WATER & GLASS is a 

wonderful literary novel that mixes and plays with genre whilst being 

a superbly immersive reading experience.  

Abi Curtis is Head of Creative Writing at York St John University. She 

is the author of two poetry collections, Unexpected Weather and The 

Glass Delusion (both published by Salt) and for her poetry she has 

received both an Eric Gregory Award and Somerset Maugham Award. 

 

GOOD NEIGHBORS by Joanne Fisher 

 
 

 

Agent: Duvall Osteen, Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): WEL – 12/Hachette 

Publication 

date: 

January 2018 

Material: ms available 

We knew we lived on the nicest street in the nicest neighborhood in 

Oak Ridge… 

So begins GOOD NEIGHBORS, Joanne Fisher’s evocative debut novel 

that unfolds the lives of five suburban families. Beneath the niceties 

of a tightly woven social fabric, the weight of ordinary life begins to 

eat away at carefully constructed façades. 

The seemingly idyllic worlds begin to unravel when Gene and Kitty 

Callahan adopt a toddler from Russia. Within a few months of 

Winnie’s arrival, Kitty begins to act in strange and unkind ways 

towards her new daughter, throwing the other families into conflict 

about the definition of good parenting, and to whom they owe their 

loyalties. 
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Narrated by Nicole Westerhof, a woman haunted by her own 

emotionally traumatized past, GOOD NEIGHBORS will force you to 

ask: Does our willingness to pretend make us complicit?  

Joanne Fisher grew up in Upstate, New York and graduated from 

Cornell University. She worked for a number of years in women’s 

magazines and corporate public relations before deciding to pursue a 

career as a novelist. She currently lives in New Jersey with her 

husband and two children. 

 

ZOOMANIA by Abby Geni 

 
 

SALES OF THE 

LIGHTKEEPERS: 

French – Actes Sud, 

German – Piper, 

Greek – Kastaniotis, 

Italian – Longanesi, 

Polish – Illuminatio Łukasz 

Kierus 

Agent: Laura Langlie 

Publisher(s): US – Counterpoint Press 

Publication 

date:  

Spring 2018 

Delivery date: Summer 2017 

ZOOMANIA, Abby Geni’s new novel, follows two sisters, Cora and 

Darlene, growing up in a small town in Oklahoma.  The story begins 

three years after a record-breaking tornado strikes their home, killing 

their father, leaving them orphaned and destitute, and making the 

town of Mercy famous across the country. Cora and Darlene move into 

in a trailer park with their siblings, Tucker and Jane.  For a brief time, 

Darlene and Tucker, the two eldest, become surrogate parents, and it 

seems that the family may find a way to endure.  Then Tucker suffers 

a breakdown and runs away from home. 

On the anniversary of the tornado—three years later, to the day—there 

is a bombing at a cosmetics factory outside Mercy.  All the animals 

kept there for testing are released into the wild.  At first, this event 

seems to have nothing to do with Darlene’s and Cora’s lives, but it 

soon becomes clear that Tucker is back in town.  During his time away, 

he has become obsessed with animal rights and environmental 

activism.  He now calls himself an eco-warrior and engages in acts of 

terrorism, seeking – and finding – help from Cora to make war on 

human civilization. 

The novel covers six months in the lives of these two sisters, 

alternating between the point of view of Cora, who is on the run with 

Tucker, and Darlene, who remains in Mercy.  

In a wholly new way, ZOOMANIA tackles the crisis befalling our 

planet’s animal population.  The novel is both a page-turner and an 

examination of the shifting relationship between human beings and 

the natural world.  This story explores what it means to live in 

troubled times, what it means to be family, what it means to be human. 

Abby Geni is the author of The Lightkeepers, awarded Best Fiction 

by the 2016 Chicago Review of Books Awards and a finalist for the 

2016 Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Award, and The Last 

Animal (2013), a finalist for the Orion Book Award.  Her short stories 

have won first place in the Glimmer Train Fiction Open and the 

Chautauqua Contest and have appeared in numerous literary journals 
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and anthologies. Geni is a graduate of the Iowa Writers’ Workshop 

and a recipient of the Iowa Fellowship. 

 

WILDEST OF ALL by P.K. Lynch 

 

Agent: Watson, Little Ltd 

Publisher(s): WEL – Legend 

Publication 

date:  

July 2017 

Delivery date: May 2017 

The eagerly anticipated/awaited follow-up to debut Armadillos. 

The Donnelly family are a tight-knit bunch, but when one of their own 

dies without warning, the mother, the daughter-in-law, and the 

daughter, despite being united in grief, are each sent hurtling in wildly 

different directions.  

From the churches of Glasgow to the nightclubs of London, can they 

find their way back to each other before it's too late? And in the wake 

of a parent’s death, who exactly is responsible for looking after whom? 

Pauline Lynch is an actress, known best for her roles in Trainspotting 

and Beautiful Creatures. 

 

HONEY FARM ON THE HILL by Jo Thomas OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

German – Luebbe 

Agent: D H H Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): UK – Headline 

Publication 

date: 

August 2017 

Delivery date: May 2017 

In her fourth novel combining gorgeous setting with delicious food, Jo 

Thomas sets a new novel on a honey farm in the wonderful Crete. 

Jo Thomas worked for many years as a reporter and producer, first for 

BBC Radio 5, before moving on to Radio 2's The Steve Wright Show. 

In 2013 Jo won the RNA Katie Fforde Bursary. Her debut novel, The 

Oyster Catcher, was a runaway bestseller in ebook and was awarded 

the 2014 RNA Joan Hessayon Award and the 2014 Festival of Romance 

Best Ebook Award. Jo lives in the Vale of Glamorgan with her writer 

and producer husband, three children, three cats and a black lab 

Murray. 

 

 

HISTORICAL FICTION 

 

THE WITCHES OF NEW YORK by Ami McKay 

Agent: The Helen Heller Agency 

Publisher(s): UK – Orion, US – William Morrow,  

Canada – Knopf         
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Publication 

date: 

October 2016 (UK), July 2017 (US) 

 
 
OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

German – btb Verlag,  

Italian – Neri Pozza, 

Spanish – Planeta 

The beloved, bestselling author of The Birth House and The Virgin 

Cure is back with her most beguiling novel yet, luring us deep 

inside the lives of a trio of remarkable young women navigating 

the glitz and grotesqueries of Gilded-Age New York by any means 

possible, including witchcraft...  
The year is 1880. Two hundred years after the trials in Salem, Adelaide 

Thom ('Moth' from The Virgin Cure) has left her life in the sideshow to 

open a tea shop with another young woman who feels it's finally safe 

enough to describe herself as a witch: a former medical student and 

"gardien de sorts" (keeper of spells), Eleanor St. Clair. Together they 

cater to Manhattan's high society ladies, specializing in cures, 

palmistry and potions--and in guarding the secrets of their clients.  

All is well until one bright September afternoon, when an enchanting 

young woman named Beatrice Dunn arrives at their door seeking 

employment. Beatrice soon becomes indispensable as Eleanor's 

apprentice, but her new life with the witches is marred by strange 

occurrences. She sees things no one else can see. She hears voices no 

one else can hear. Objects appear out of thin air, as if gifts from the 

dead. Has she been touched by magic or is she simply losing her 

mind?  

Amidst the witches' tug-of-war over what's best for her, Beatrice 

disappears, leaving them to wonder whether it was by choice or by 

force.  As Adelaide and Eleanor begin the desperate search for 

Beatrice, they're confronted by accusations and spectres from their 

own pasts. In a time when women were corseted, confined and 

committed for merely speaking their minds, were any of them safe? 

Ami McKay writes fiction, radio documentaries and drama. Her 

documentary, Daughter of Family G, won an Excellence in Journalism 

Medalion at the 2003 Atlantic Journalism Awards. She has been a 

finalist in the Writers’ Union of Canada Short Prose Competition as 

well as the recipient of a grant from The Nova Scotia Department of 

Tourism, Culture, and Heritage. Ami’s first novel, The Birth House, was 

a Globe and Mail number one bestseller. 

 

THE CHOSEN MAIDEN by Eva Stachniak  

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD:  

German – Suhrkamp,  

Italian – Neri Pozza,  

Agent: The Helen Heller Agency 

Publisher(s): Canada – Random House 

Publication 

date: 

January 2017 

Bronia danced with the God of the Dance.  But she had one talent 

her brother did not possess:  she knew how to survive. 

Everyone has heard of Vaclav Nijinski, the greatest dancer of the 20th 

Century. Almost no one has heard of Bronia Nijtinska who was his 

sister. Also an acclaimed dancer who often partnered her brother, 

Bronia worked with Les Ballets Russes and the Mariinsky Theatre in 
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St Petersburg.  But her life would follow a very different path from 

her brother's. Bronia fell in love with and married a dancer who took 

her away from Paris and back to Russia.  Where he deserted her, 

leaving her with two children and an aging mother in a country 

tormented by upheaval and civil war. Finally Diaghilev managed to 

extricate her and brought her back to Paris as his choreographer. And 

eventually she became a renowned and revered teacher in New York. 

Eva Stachniak was born in Wrocław, Poland, where she taught at the 

English Department of the University. After moving to Canada, she 

started writing and producing radio programs. Her debut novel, 

Necessary Lies, won the Amazon.com/Books in CanadaFirst Novel 

Award in 2000. She lives in Toronto. 

Polish – Znak 

 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

Albanian – Morava,  

French – Editions AdA (no 

longer an option),  

German – Suhrkamp, 

Hungarian – Tericum Kiado, 

Polish – Znak, 

Portuguese/Portugal – Casa 

das Letras 

 

 

CRIME & THRILLERS 

 

Detective/Police procedural: 

 

CRIMSON LAKE, book #1 in the CONKAFFEY & PHARRELL series 

by Candice Fox 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

German – Suhrkamp 

 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

French – Michel Lafon, 

Hebrew – Keter, 

Japanese – Tokyo Sogensha, 

Spanish – Pamies 

Agent: Gaby Naher, The Naher Agency 

Publisher(s): Australia – Random House, UK – Cornerstone 

Publication 

date: 

January 2017 

A new mini-series by the author of the Bennett & Archer series. 

Six minutes – that’s all it took to ruin Detective Ted Conkaffey’s life. 

Accused but not convicted of abducting a 13-year-old girl, he escapes 

north, to the steamy, croc-infested wetlands of Crimson Lake. 

Amanda Pharrell knows what it’s like to be public enemy no.1. Maybe 

it’s her murderous past that makes her so good as a private 

investigator. Her latest case, missing author Jake Scully, has a life more 

shrouded in secrets than her own – so she enlists help from the one 

person in town more hated than she is: Ted Conkaffey. 

But the residents of Crimson Lake are watching the pair’s every move. 

And for Ted, a man already at breaking point, this town is offering no 

place to hide . . . 

Complex, human characters, and a dark, meaty story, and fine writing, and a 

great sense of place - this is one of the best crime thrillers of the year.  Sign 

me up as a big-time Fox fan! -- Lee Child 

Candice Fox is the middle child of a large, eccentric family from 

Sydney’s western suburbs composed of half-, adopted and pseudo 

siblings. She spent her school holidays exploring free, open spaces – 

farms, bushland and cemeteries. As a cynical and trouble-making 

teenager, her crime and gothic fiction writing was an escape from the 

calamity of her home life. She currently works lecturing writing at the 

University of Notre Dame while undertaking a PhD in literary 

censorship and terrorism. 
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A TWIST OF THE KNIFE by Becky Masterman 

 
 
SALES OF PREVIOUS 

TITLES:  

Chinese/Mainland – 

Shanghai Wits Cultural 

Media, 

Czech – Nakladatelství 

Moravská Bastei MOBA, 

Danish – Jentas AS,  

Dutch – Luitingh-Sijthoff, 

Estonian – Ersen,  

French – Editions Jean-

Claude Lattes,  

German – Bastei Luebbe, 

Italian – Piemme,  

Japanese – Hayakawa, 

Korean – Nevermore,  

Polish – Wydawnictwo 

Amber,  

Russian – Azbooka Atticus, 

Spanish – RBA Libros, 

Turkish – Bali Musavirlik 

Mumessillik Yayincilik 

Agent: The Helen Heller Agency 

Publisher(s): US – St Martin's Press, UK – Orion 

Publication 

date: 

March 2017 

Material: ms available 

Ex-FBI agent Brigid Quinn, now happily settled in Tucson, doesn’t 

visit her family in Florida much. But her former partner on the force, 

Laura Coleman―a woman whose life she has saved and who has 

saved her life in turn―is living there now. So when Laura calls about 

a case that is not going well, Brigid doesn’t hesitate to get on a plane. 

On leave from the Bureau, Laura has been volunteering for a legal 

group trying to prove the innocence of a man who is on death row for 

killing his family. Laura is firmly convinced that he didn’t do it, while 

Brigid isn’t so sure―but the date for his execution is coming up so 

quickly that they’ll have to act fast to find any evidence that may 

absolve him before it’s too late… 

Edgar Award and CWA Gold Dagger finalist Becky Masterman’s 

third Brigid Quinn novel is the masterful follow-up to Fear the Darkness 

and Rage Against the Dying. 

Becky Masterman, a former acquisitions editor for a press 

specializing in medical textbooks for forensic examiners and law 

enforcement, received her M.A. in creative writing from Florida 

Atlantic University. Her debut thriller, Rage Against the Dying, was a 

finalist for the Edgar Award for Best First Novel, the CWA Gold 

Dagger Award for Best Crime Novel of 2013, as well as the Macavity, 

Barry, and Anthony awards. Becky lives in Tucson, Arizona, with her 

husband. 

 

DOWN THE RIVER UNTO THE SEA by Walter Mosley 

 
 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

French – Actes Sud, 

German – Suhrkamp 

Agent: Watkins/Loomis 

Publisher(s): US – Little, Brown (Mulholland) 

Publication 

date:  

February 2018 

Material: ms available 

From trailblazing mystery author Walter Mosley, a former NYPD 

cop once imprisoned for a crime he did not commit must solve two 

cases: exonerating an innocent man and clearing his own name. 

Joe King Oliver was one of the NYPD's finest investigators until, 

dispatched to arrest a well-heeled perpetrator of grand theft auto 

from her tony apartment, he is seduced and secretly filmed—

evidence enough to frame him for assault. Abandoned by the 

department, the charge lands him in solitary at Riker's. But why? 

A decade later, King runs a PI agency with the help of his teenage 

daughter Aja-Denise. Broken by the brutality he suffered and 
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committed behind bars, he has no choice but to take on an unusual 

case: that of Frankie Figures, a black militant journalist accused of 

murdering two police officers. 

Joined by a memorable cast of characters, our hero must beat dirty 

cops and dirtier bankers, while two lives hang in the balance: Figures' 

and King's own. 

Walter Mosley is one of the most versatile and admired writers in 

America today. He is the author of more than 43 critically acclaimed 

books, including the major bestselling mystery series featuring Easy 

Rawlins. His work has been translated into 23 languages and includes 

literary fiction, science fiction, political monographs, and a young 

adult novel. His short fiction has been widely published, and his 

nonfiction has appeared in The New York Times Magazine and The 

Nation, among other publications. He is the winner of numerous 

awards, including an O. Henry Award, a Grammy and PEN 

America’s Lifetime Achievement Award. He lives in New York City. 

 

High concept crime: 

 

THE SEVEN DEATHS OF EVELYN HARDCASTLE by Stuart 

Turton 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 
Czech – Dubrovsky, 

Japanese – BungeiShunju, 

Spanish – Atico, 

Turkey – Yabanci 

Agent: D H H Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): UK – Bloomsbury (two book deal), US - 

Sourcebooks 

Publication 

date: 

January 2018 

Delivery date:  July 2017 

The Seven Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle is the debut high-concept 

crime novel from British journalist Stuart Turton, and can only be 

described as Agatha Christie meets Groundhog Day, with the style 

of David Mitchell and Claire North.  

An immersive and original crime novel that will appeal to anyone who 

enjoys intelligent genre fiction, and lovers of a good old-fashioned 

mystery will certainly get a kick out of it. It follows a man who wakes 

in a forest with only one memory; a name, Anna. He witnesses a 

murder in the forest and is directed to the luxurious yet decaying 

stately home of Blackheath where he soon learns from a mysterious 

visitor disguised as a plague doctor that the only way he can escape a 

day that keeps repeating over and over again is by solving an 

ingenious murder. The issue, every time he wakes up he’s in the body 

of a different suspect – allowing him to interact with his former and 

future selves, not all of whom want to help him. But our protagonist 

soon discovers that he is not alone in trying to catch the murderer and 

escape Blackheath, and nothing and no one are quite what they seem. 

But who is this Anna and why does he feel compelled to find her? 

What brought him to Blackheath in the first place? And who on earth 

killed Evelyn Hardcastle? 
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Intelligent, deeply atmospheric and full of wry humour, as the 

mysteries mount, time and time again Stuart Turton will have you 

marvelling at the execution of a pitch-perfect head scratcher. 

This book blew my mind. It is utterly original and unique. I couldn't get it 

out of my head for days afterwards. -- Sophie Hannah 

Since finishing The Seven Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle, Stuart Turton has 

written some short stories, one of which was longlisted for the BBC 

Radio 4 Opening Lines competition while the other won the Brighton 

& Hove Libraries short story prize. He lives in West London with his 

wife and when he’s not scowling at plot holes, he’s hiking, diving, 

playing with a gizmo or being lost in a foreign country. At least three 

of these things are usually happening at once. 

 

Suspense & Thrillers: 

 

PARTING SHOT [previously: Curtain Falls] by Linwood Barclay 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

German – Droemer Knaur 

 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

Danish – Katrin/ Jentas, 
French – Belfond, 

Hebrew – Modan, 

Hungarian – General Press 

Könyvkiadó Kft, 

Italian – Fanucci,  

Macedonian – Matica, 

Russian – AST  

 

Agent: The Helen Heller Agency 

Publisher(s): US – NAL, Canada – Doubleday, UK – Orion 

Publication 

date:  

April 2017 (UK) 

Material: ms available 

A gripping thriller packed with scandal in a small town, from the 

master of the twist you never saw coming - international bestseller, 

Linwood Barclay. 

When a young girl from Promise Falls is killed by a drunk driver, the 

community wants answers. 

It doesn't matter that the accused is a kid himself: all they see is that 

he took a life and got an easy sentence. As pack mentality kicks in and 

social media outrage builds, vicious threats are made against the boy 

and his family. 

When Cal Weaver is called in to investigate, he finds himself caught 

up in a cold-blooded revenge plot. Someone in the town is 

threatening to put right some wrongs... 

And in Cal's experience, it's only ever a matter of time before threats 

turn into action. 

A suspense master. -- Stephen King 

Some days, all you really want is for someone to tell you a wicked-good story. 

Linwood Barclay answers the reader’s perpetual prayer. -- The New York 

Times Book Review 

Linwood Barclay is a columnist for the Toronto Star and the author 

of thirteen internationally bestselling thrillers. He lives near Toronto 

with his wife and has two grown children. His 2014 thriller No Safe 

House, the follow-up to the number one bestselling No Time for 

Goodbye, was announced as a Richard & Judy bookclub pick in May 

2015. 
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A STRANGER IN THE HOUSE by Shari Lapeña 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

Czech – Euromedia Group, 

Danish – Gyldendalske, 

Finnish – Otava, 

French – Les Presses de la 

Cite, 

German – Bastei Luebbe, 

Italian – Mondadori, 

Norwegian – Gyldendal 

Norsk, 

Polish – Wydawnictwo Zysk 

i S-ka, 

Portuguese/Brazil – 

Distribuidora Record, 

Portuguese/Portugal – 

Editorial Presenca, 

Russian – AST, 

Serbian – Laguna, 

Slovak – Fortuna Libri, 

Turkish – Dogan Egmont 

Yayincilik 

 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

Catalan – Rosa del Vents, 

Chinese/ Taiwan – China 

Times, 

Croatian – Mozaik knjiga, 

Dutch – Prometheus, 

Estonian – Eesti Raamat, 

Hebrew – Miskal, 

Hungarian – Alexandra 

Könyvesház Kft, 

Icelandic – Bjartur & Veröld, 

Korean – Seoulbookstore, 

Romanian – Editura Trei, 

Spanish – Suma de Letras, 

Swedish – Modernista, 

Ukrainian – Bookclub 

“Family Leisure Club” 

Agent: The Helen Heller Agency 

Publisher(s): US & Canada – Bentam Press, UK – Transworld 

Publication 

date:  

August 2017 

Delivery 

date: 

April 2017 

Your home still isn’t the safe place it should be, in Shari Lapena’s 

pulse-pounding new thriller. 

You come home after a long day at work, ready for dinner with your 

wife. But she's not there. And it looks like she left in a blind panic. Her 

mobile phone and her bag are still in the house. You fear the worst. 

You call the police. And they tell you that your wife's been in an 

accident. She lost control of her car as she sped through a street on the 

worst side of town. But why would she go there? Was she running 

towards something? Away from something?  The police think she 

was up to no good.  You refuse to believe it. Then you start to wonder. 

You've been married for three years and you thought you knew her 

better than anyone on earth. But maybe you don't. 

I thought the read-it-in-one-sitting thing was a cliché. Not anymore. -- 

Linwood Barclay 

Brisk prose style and character development are almost beside the point in 

Lapena’s suspense-fiction debut; this is a plot-driven page-turner, and even 

the most character-focused readers will find it hard to put down. -- Booklist 

Full of twists and turns, secrets and lies…This book is perfect as a quick read. 

-- The Herald 

Shari Lapeña worked as a lawyer and as an English teacher before 

writing fiction. The Couple Next Door is her debut thriller. 

 

ODD CHILD OUT by Gilly Macmillan 

Agent: The Helen Heller Agency 

Publisher(s): US – William Morrow, UK – Piatkus 

Delivery date:  April 2017 
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From the New York Times bestselling author of What She Knew 

comes a whip-smart suspense novel about the secrets families tell 

one another -- perfect for fans of Liane Moriarty and Tana French. 

How well do you know the people you love…? 

Best friends Noah Sandler and Abdi Mahad have always been 

inseparable. But when Noah is found floating unconscious in Bristol's 

Feeder Canal, Abdi can't – or won't – tell anyone what happened. 

Just back from a mandatory leave following his last case, Detective Jim 

Clemo is now assigned to look into this unfortunate accident. But 

tragedy strikes and what looked like the simple case of a prank gone 

wrong soon ignites into a public battle. Noah is British. Abdi is a 

Somali refugee. And social tensions have been rising rapidly in Bristol. 

Against this background of fear and fury two families fight for their 

sons and for the truth. Neither of them know how far they will have 

to go, what demons they will have to face, what pain they will have to 

suffer. 

Because the truth hurts. 

Gilly Macmillan’s What She Knew deftly explores the intricacies of 

relationships and the bonds that tie families all while ratcheting up the 

suspense in this page-turning thriller. -- Real Simple magazine 

With tightly drawn characters, a fascinating storyline and absolutely 

exquisite narration, The Perfect Girl is sure to keep readers up all night. 

Gilly Macmillan proves once again to be a master of the written word and is 

quickly becoming one of my go-to authors. Literary suspense at its finest. -- 

Mary Kubica, New York Times bestselling author of Pretty Baby 

Gilly Macmillan is the bestselling author of What She Knew and The 

Perfect Girl. She grew up in Swindon, Wiltshire, and lived in Northern 

California in her late teens. She worked at The Burlington Magazine 

and the Hayward Gallery before starting a family. Since then she’s 

worked as a part-time lecturer in photography, and now writes full-

time. She resides in Bristol, England. 

 
 
SALES OF THE PERFECT 

GIRL: 

(Bulgarian – Hermes, 

Chinese/Mainland – 

Guangdong Yongzheng, 

Chinese/Taiwan – 

Commercial Press, 

Croatian – Znanje, 

Czech – Euromedia, 

Dutch – Ambo Anthos, 

French – Les Escales, 

Belfond, 

German – Droemer, 

Hebrew – Kinneret-Zmora, 

Hungarian – Erawan, 

Italian – Newton Compton, 

Polish – Swiat Kziaski, 

Portuguese/Brazil – Record, 

Portuguese/Portugal – 

Presenca, 

Serbian – Vulkan, 

Spanish – Alianza Editorial, 

Swedish – Modernista, 

Turkish – Yabanci Yayinlari) 

 

SALES OF WHAT SHE 

KNEW / BURNT PAPER 

SKY:  

(Bulgarian – Hermes, 

Chinese/Mainland – 

Guangdong Yongzheng, 

Chinese/Taiwan – 

Commercial Press,  

Czech – Euromedia,  

Dutch – Ambo Antos, 

French – Les Escales, 

German – Droemer,  

Hebrew – Kinneret-Zmora, 

Hungarian – Erawan,  

Italian – Newton Compton, 

Polish – Swiat Kziaski, 

Portuguese/Brazil – Record, 

Portuguese/Portugal – 

Presenca,  

Serbian – Vulcan,  

Spanish – Alianza Editorial, 

Swedish – Modernista, 

Turkish – Yabanci Yayinlari) 
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THE DARKEST SECRET by Alex Marwood 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

Dutch – Meulenhoff 

Boekerij BV, 

Italian – Newton Compton, 

Polish – Wydawnictwo 

Albatros, 

Swedish – Modernista, 

German – under offer 

 

Agent: Watson, Little Ltd 

Publisher(s): UK – Sphere, US – Penguin 

Publication 

date:  

June 2016 

From the international best-selling author of The Wicked Girls and 

The Killer Next Door. 

A single choice can destroy many lives. But whose was the choice? And 

who was responsible?  

August Bank holiday weekend, 2004: Sean Jackson’s 50th birthday 

party. During the four-day extravaganza on the ‘Dorset riviera’, his 

two-year-old daughter, Coco, goes missing. The case becomes a cause 

celebre and destroys a number of prominent careers, but is never solved. 

Sean’s second wife, mother of the missing child, becomes a national 

hate figure and his children – teenagers from his first marriage and 

Coco’s twin, Ruby – are damaged forever by the loss, and by having 

been forced into the limelight. But what really happened?  

Now (2016): Sean dies in flagrante delicto in a hotel room, leaving a 

much younger fourth wife and toddler daughter behind. Two of his 

children from his former marriages, long ago estranged, go to Devon 

for the funeral and find themselves in a house with everyone who was 

there in 2004. Through the shocks that follow, the sisters discover the 

thing they least expected: each other. 

A genuinely shocking thriller where nothing is what it seems. So good I wish 

I’d written it myself. -- Val McDermid  

Ingenious and original. -- Laura Lipman  

Nasty, compelling and original the author has done it again with her second 

novel. -- The Sun 

Alex Marwood spent a decade as a features writer and columnist for 

the UK press before turning to writing novels. She had four novels 

published under her own name, Serena Mackesy, before adopting an 

alias and turning to crime, publishing The Wicked Girls. She grew up in 

the Cotswolds, lives in south London and generally works in bed. She 

recently threw away her desk and replaced it with a second bed, so she 

has somewhere to go for a change of scene. 

 

FORGOTTEN by Nicole Trope 

 
 

Agent: Gaby Naher, The Naher Agency 

Publisher(s): Australia – Allen & Unwin 

Publication 

date: 

tbc 

Material: ms available 

Nicole Trope’s sixth novel: a gripping, haunting family drama shot 

through with emotion and suspense. 
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A moment of distraction, an unlocked car and a missing baby. How on 

earth could this happen?  

All Malia needed was a single litre of milk and now she’s surrounded 

by police and Zach has disappeared. Detective Ali Greenberg knows 

that this is not the best case for her, not with her history – but she of 

all people knows what Malia is going through and what is at stake. 

Edna is worried about the new residents at the boarding house. She 

knows Mary would turn in her grave if she knew the kinds of people 

her son was letting in. 

And then there is someone else. Someone whose heart is broken. 

Someone who feels she has been unfairly punished for her mistakes. 

Someone who wants what she can’t have. 

What follows is a heart-stopping game of cat-and-mouse and a race 

against the clock. As the hours pass and the day heats up, all hope 

begins to fade. 

In a single day, a simple mistake will have life-altering consequences 

for everyone involved. 

 If you’re looking for the Australian equivalent of Jodi Picoult, look no further 

than Nicole Trope, who is making a name for herself as a writer of provocative 

family dramas with hard-hitting issues at their core. -- Hannah Richell, 

author of Secrets of the Tides 

Nicole Trope went to university to study Law but realised the error of 

her ways when she did very badly on her first law essay because – as 

her professor pointed out: It's not meant to be a story. She studied 

teaching instead and used her holidays to work on her writing career 

and complete a Masters' degree in Children's Literature. After the birth 

of her first child she stayed home full time to write and raise children, 

renovate houses and build a business with her husband.  The idea for 

her first published novel, The Boy under the Table, was so scary that it 

took a year for her to find the courage to write the emotional story. Her 

second novel, Three Hours Late, was voted one of Fifty Books you can't 

put down in 2013 and her third novel, The Secrets in Silence, was The 

Australian Woman's Weekly Book of the month for June 2014. 

She lives in Sydney with her husband and three children. 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

German – Bastei Luebbe 

 

Historical crime: 

 

THE IRREGULAR. A Different Class of Spy by H. B. Lyle 

 
 
 

Agent: The Writer’s Practice 

Publisher(s): WEL – Hodder 

Publication 

date:  

May 2017 

Material: ms available 

As a boy, he spied for Sherlock Holmes. As a man, he must save the 

Empire. 

London 1909: The British Empire seems invulnerable. But Captain 

Vernon Kell, head of counter-intelligence at the War Office, knows 
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better. In Russia, revolution; in Germany, an arms race; in London, the 

streets are alive with foreign terrorists. Kell wants to set up a Secret 

Service, but to convince his political masters he needs proof of a threat 

- and to find that, he needs an agent he can trust. The playing fields of 

Eton may produce good officers, but not men who can work 

undercover in a munitions factory that appears to be leaking secrets to 

the Germans. 

Kell needs Wiggins. Trained as a child by Kell's old friend Sherlock 

Holmes - he led a gang of urchin investigators known as the Baker 

Street Irregulars - Wiggins is an ex-soldier with an expert line in 

deduction and the cunning of a born street fighter. 'The best', says 

Holmes. 

Wiggins turns down the job - he 'don't do official'. But when his best 

friend is killed by Russian anarchists, Wiggins sees that the role of 

secret agent could take him towards his sworn revenge. 

Tracking the Russian gang, Wiggins meets a mysterious beauty called 

Bela, who saves his life. Working for Kell, he begins to unravel a 

conspiracy that reaches far beyond the munitions factory. 

H.B. Lyle lives in South London with his partner and their twin 

daughters. After a career in feature film development, he took an MA 

in creative writing - then PhD - at the University of East Anglia, an 

experience which led to the creation of The Irregular. He also writes 

screenplays and teaches undergraduates. 

 

Literary noir: 

 

TO KNOW MY CRIME by Fiona Capp 

 
 
SALES OF PREVIOUS 

TITLES: 

Dutch – de Kern, 

German – Blanvalet 

 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

French – Actes Sud 

Agent: Gaby Naher, The Naher Agency 

Publisher(s): Australia – HarperCollins 

Publication 

date: 

March 2017 

From award-winning writer Fiona Capp comes a novel about 

blackmail, risk, corruption and consequences – think Ian McEwan 

meets Peter Temple – set in the millionaire's playground of Portsea. 

This is modern Melbourne literary noir at its finest. 

Having lost all his family's money in ill-advised investments during 

the GFC, Ned is reduced to squatting in a boatshed in wealthy Portsea. 

He is avoiding the world, particularly his sister, Angela, who after an 

accident, is now a paraplegic, confined to a wheelchair, and 

completely dependent on both her carer, Mai, and Ned - not to 

mention the income from their family investments. But one day, Ned 

overhears a conversation between a millionaire property developer 

and a politician, and realizes that this might be his opportunity to 

restore their fortunes... if he has the nerve. 

A nail-biting and compelling story of risk, blackmail and the corrosive 

nature of guilt - and how we all have to live with the consequences of 

our actions. 
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This is crime fiction for grown-ups: taut, stylish and deftly executed – and 

exciting on every page, as all good novels should be. -- John Banville 

Part noir thriller (think Raymond Chandler postglobal financial crisis) and 

part tragic family story ... the heart of the story lies in its complex treatment 

of moral choice and moral hazard, and it's the tale of risk, blackmail and guilt 

that carries it. Each character in this carefully crafted work has been so well 

fleshed out that our interest in and sympathy for their fates is fully engaged. 

It's a thoroughly rewarding novel, which asks tough questions about choice 

and consequence. -- Bookseller + Publisher 

Fiona Capp is the internationally published author of three works of 

non-fiction, including That Oceanic Feeling, a memoir about her love 

for the sea and surfing. She is also the author of three novels: Night 

Surfing, Last of the Sane Days and Musk & Byrne. Her most recent book 

is part memoir, part journey through the landscapes which inspired 

Australian poet Judith Wright, My Blood's Country. 

 

 

FANTASY 

 

GODBLIND by Anna Stephens 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

Dutch – Luitingh-Sijthoff, 

French – Bragelonne, 

German – Blanvalet; three 

book deal, 

Polish – Papierowy Ksiezyc 

Agent: D H H Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): UK & Commonwealth – HarperVoyager, US – 

Skyhorse 

Publication 

date:  

June 2017 

Material: ms available 

The Red Gods were exiled one thousand years ago but in the 

mountains the Mireces King Corvus, plans his invasion of Rilpor to 

the glory of the Gods of Blood. 

Dom Longsword is a Watcher, cursed with prophecy of future 

cataclysms but without the means to alter them. As Rillirin, an escaped 

Mireces slave, arrives in Watcher Village, he sees the advent of war 

between Rilpor and the heathen Mireces, the likes of which they’ve 

never known. 

In Rilpor’s capital, Rivil, the king’s son, attempts and fails to kill his 

father and seize the throne. He flees west and falls in with a band of 

Mireces and converts to their faith, the Red Joy, in return for the 

promise of aid to seize the throne. 

Through battle and siege, the Watchers and the West Rank – Rilpor’s 

elite army – must stand together against the Mireces army and the 

traitor Rivil. Dom must convince the West Rank to trust his prophecies 

but the Gods’ torments of his mind increase and his madness drives 

him away from his people to wander lost at the mercy of the enemy. 

And still the Mireces come, sweeping out of the mountains and 

overpowering the Watchers and the West Rank. For the glory of the 

Gods of Blood, the Mireces will drown alongside their enemies. 
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Anna Stephens is a UK author of gritty epic fantasy. A literature 

graduate from the Open University, she works in corporate 

communications for an international law firm. Anna loves all things 

speculative, from books to film to TV, and thanks to her husband Mark 

has developed a deep and abiding appreciation for classic Hammer 

and Universal horror films, as well as the chameleon genius of David 

Bowie. As a second Dan black belt in Shotokan Karate, she’s no 

stranger to the feeling of being punched in the face, which is more help 

than you would expect when writing fight scenes. Anna is a member 

of Birmingham Writers’ Group, a friendly bunch of geeks with a huge 

amount of literary talent and a penchant for Doctor Who bordering on 

collective obsession. 
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NON-FICTION 

 

 

PSYCHOLOGY & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT 

 

THE FORMULA. The New Scientific Laws of Success by Dr. Albert-

Laszlo Barabasi 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Chinese – Cheers 

Publishing,  

Dutch – Business Contact, 

Hebrew – Kinneret-Bitan, 

Hungarian – Libri 

Konyvkiado, 

Italian – Einaudi Editore, 

Korean – The Korean 

Economic Daily & Business 

Pub., 

Spanish – Conecta) 

 

Japanese – Kobunsha 

Publishing Co. Ltd           

 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Hachette, UK – Pan Macmillan 

Publication 

date:  

2018  

Delivery date: January 2018  

Material: proposal available 

The world’s leading expert in networks and complexity uses 

powerful storytelling and big data to reveal the universal laws that 

govern success. 

We all believe we have the potential to be a success. We feel like our 

talent and focus is on par with our colleagues and competitors – and 

often it is. But how do we turn this potential into actual success? Why 

do some scientists gain eternal fame, while others, with equally 

insightful and deep discoveries, are relegated to a footnote of history? 

Why do some singers become superstars, while others, with equally 

exceptional talent, struggle to find an audience? Why do some authors 

write reliable bestsellers, while others, whose books are equally 

enjoyable, scramble to find traction in the marketplace? College 

applicants, investment bankers, amateur artists and professional 

athletes struggle every day against invisible barriers to their success. 

Readers will identify with the diverse examples used in the book, but 

this book provides more than a support group. The desire to succeed 

is universal, and so are the laws that make success happen. 

A visionary pushing the boundaries of predictive science, World 

Economic Forum and TEDMED speaker, Barabási is pioneering a new 

movement in science that transforms the way we understand success. 

By recognizing that success is a collective phenomenon that can be 

accurately tracked in the era of big data, Barabási illuminates these 

laws and their implications chapter-by-chapter, showing us how we 

can harness science to improve outcomes in any field. 

Albert-László Barabási is the Robert Gray Dodge Professor of 

Network Science and a Distinguished University Professor at 

Northeastern University, where he directs the Center for Complex 

Network Research. A Hungarian born native of Transylvania, 

Romania, he received his Masters in Theoretical Physics at the Eötvös 

University in Budapest, Hungary and was awarded a Ph.D. three years 

later at Boston University. Barabási latest book is Network Science 

(Cambridge University Press, 2016). 
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THE HIDDEN MIND. The Simple Rules Behind Why We Do What 

We Do by Dr. John Bargh 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Chinese – Citic Press, 

Czech – Paseka, 

Dutch – Hollands Diep, 

German – Droemer, 

Italian – Bollati Boringhieri, 

Korean – Chungrim 

Publishing, 

Portuguese/Brazil – 

Comphania das Letras, 

Russian – OO Alpina 

Publisher, 

Taiwanese – Crown 

Publishing, 

Turkish – Koridor 

Yayincilik) 

 

Romanian – Sc Publica Com 

Srl 

 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Touchstone, UK – WM. Heinemann 

Publication 

date:  

October 2017 

Material: ms available 

Professor John Bargh is one of the world's leading experts on the 

unconscious mind. In The Hidden Mind he presents ground-breaking 

research that reveals the power that the unconscious mind wields 

over all aspects of our life and how we can learn to harness its power 

to think, act, and live better.  

This book addresses the hunger for scientifically based knowledge 

about the unseen and unfelt influences that shape our behavior. Dr. 

Bargh led the movement in psychology which demonstrated that 

consciousness is not the primary motivator of human experience. His 

labs at Yale and New York University have produced many of the 

legendary studies in the field and have opened up whole new areas of 

research. 

I predict that this book will be the most exciting and important book in 

psychology that has been written in the past 20 years. -- John Gottman, 

Ph.D., Professor emeritus, University of Washington, author of The 

New 

York Times Bestseller The Seven Principles For Making Marriage Work 

John Bargh is surely the most important social psychologist of his generation 

(and I say that as a member of his generation) and it is no surprise that he has 

received virtually every award science can offer. The Hidden Mind is 

going to be a spellbinding tour, written by the undisputed master. -- Daniel 

Gilbert, Harvard University, author of the international bestseller 

Stumbling On Happiness. 

Professor John Bargh has been a consistently and systematically amazing 

social scientists for decades with his insights, observations, studies, and 

perhaps most important—their implications for the way we live and the 

aspects of our life that we take for granted. -- Dan Ariely, Ph.D., Duke 

University, author of The New York Times Bestseller Predictably 

Irrational 

John A. Bargh (born 1955) is a social psychologist currently working 

at Yale University, where he has formed the Automaticity in 

Cognition, Motivation, and Evaluation (ACME) Laboratory. Bargh’s 

work focuses on automaticity and unconscious processing as a method 

to better understand social behavior, as well as philosophical topics 

such as free will. Much of Bargh's work investigates whether behaviors 

thought to be under volitional control may result from automatic 

interpretations of and reactions to external stimuli, such as words. 
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LEARN BETTER. Mastering the Skills for Success in Life, 

Business, and School, or, How to Become an Expert in Just About 

Anything by Ulrich Boser 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

Korean, Sigongsa 

 

 

Agent: The Gillian MacKenzie Agency 

Publisher(s): US – Rodale Books 

Publication 

date:  

March 2017 

Material: ms available 

For centuries, experts have argued that learning was about 

memorizing information: you're supposed to study facts, dates, and 

details, burn them into your memory, and then apply that knowledge 

at opportune times. But this approach to learning isn’t nearly enough 

for the world that we live in today, and in LEARN BETTER journalist 

and education researcher Ulrich Boser demonstrates that how we 

learn can matter just as much as what we learn. 

In this brilliantly researched book, Boser maps out the new science of 

learning, showing how simple techniques like comprehension check-

ins and making material personally relatable can help people gain 

expertise in dramatically better ways. He covers six key steps to help 

readers “learn how to learn,” all illuminated with fascinating stories 

like how Jackson Pollock developed his unique painting style and 

why an ancient Japanese counting device allows kids to do math at 

superhuman speeds. Boser’s witty, engaging writing makes this book 

feel like a guilty pleasure, not homework. 

LEARN BETTER will revolutionize the way students and society alike 

approach learning and makes the case that being smart is not an 

innate ability ― learning is a skill everyone can master. With Boser as 

their guide, readers will be able to fully capitalize on their brain’s 

remarkable ability to gain new skills and open up a whole new world 

of possibilities. 

In this humane and insightful book, Ulrich Boser reveals the tools that 

everyone from grade school children to their parents in the workplace can use 

to keep pace in a fast-changing world. -- Kevin Carey, author of The End 

of College: Creating the Future of Learning and the University of Everywhere 

Essential reading for educators, parents, and anyone who wants to learn, 

once and for all, what it actually takes to ‘learn better’. -- Christine Gross-

Loh, author of Parenting Without Borders 

Ulrich Boser is a Senior Fellow at the Center for American Progress, a 

Washington think tank. A former contributing editor for U.S. News & 

World Report, Boser is the author of two previous books. His work has 

appeared in many publications, including The New York Times, The 

Washington Post, and The Wall Street Journal. He lives in Washington, 

D.C., with his wife and two daughters. 
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THE ALCHEMY OF JOY. Unmasking Shame and the Path to Self-

Esteem by Joseph Burgo, Ph.D. 

 
 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

Chinese/ Mainland – Beijing 

Mediatime Books, 

French – Ixelles, 

Korean – Badcoci, 

Polish – Amber, 

Russian – OOO “Alpina 

Publisher”, 

Spanish / Mexico – Ediciones 

Culturales Paidos, 

Turkish – Paloma 

Agent: The Gillian MacKenzie Agency 

Publisher(s): US – St. Martin's Press 

Delivery date: June 2017 

Material: proposal available 

Millions of self-help book readers long for relief from shame and are 

searching for ways to build authentic self-esteem. THE ALCHEMY 

OF JOY reaches out to this audience, building upon the work of 

Bradshaw, Branden, Brown, and other theorists but differing from 

them in important ways. 

Although this unconscious shame may at times break through into 

awareness, our strategies for avoiding, denying, or controlling it largely 

shield us from unbearable pain. At the same time, many of these 

evasive strategies – addictive behavior or masochism, for example – 

cause serious problems of their own and prevent us from building 

true self-esteem. 

Filling a need among its readers, THE ALCHEMY OF JOY is the first 

book of its kind to explore the many psychological defenses against 

shame and the ways those defenses can often be just as crippling as a 

conscious awareness of shame. This book will teach readers how to 

recognize those defenses and “unmask” the shame behind them – for 

only in facing shame may the reader begin to recover from shame’s 

most debilitating effects. And it will offer guidance for how to release 

and outgrow shame, and how to build lasting self-esteem through 

joyful engagement with other people. 

Dr. Joseph Burgo has practiced psychotherapy for more than 30 years, 

holding licenses as a marriage and family therapist and clinical 

psychologist. Burgo blogs for Psychology Today and is a regular 

contributor to The Atlantic and to his regularly-visited site, After 

Psychotherapy. Comfortable in front of a camera, his popular 

YouTube videos on mental health issues have garnered over 300,000 

views. 

 

DEVIATE by Beau Lotto 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Chinese – Beijing 

Huazhang 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Hachette, UK – Weiderfeld & Nicolson/Orion 

Publication 

date:  

April 2017 

 

Material: ms available 

Beau Lotto, a world-renowned neuroscientist, entrepreneur, and 

two-time TED speaker, shows us that understanding how we 

perceive the world will open up our ability to create and innovate. 

Lotto answers the millennia-old question of whether humans see 

reality or not. The answer is: We don't. This fundamental revelation 
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shows that everything we know is filtered by context and by each 

individual's past experiences. Through case studies, history, and 

cutting-edge science, DEVIATE shows us how understanding 

perception can allow us to change our brains, unshackle ourselves from 

the past, and unleash creativity, growth, and inspiration. 

Understanding the brain is every bit as challenging as understanding the 

cosmos, and Beau Lotto's impact could ultimately be as important as Carl 

Sagan's. -- Dale Purves, Geller Professor of Neurobiology, Duke 

Institute for Brain Sciences 

Beau Lotto's Deviate is the beginning of a conversation-with yourself. Based 

on my years working at Pixar and with Tibetan Buddhist meditation masters, 

Beau is on exactly the right track for using neuroscience to understand the 

mechanisms that keep us stuck and the power of paying attention to the mind. 

And he does it with an infectious enthusiasm that cannot help but draw the 

reader into this engaging material. -- Lawrence Levy, former CFO of Pixar 

Animation Studios and author of To Pixar and Beyond 

Dr Beau Lotto is a globally renowned neuroscientist whose studies in 

human perception have taken him well beyond the scientific domain 

and into the fields of education, the arts and business. 

His experimentalist, visionary approach to science is winning Beau an 

ever wider public audience; he has made significant contributions to 

two episodes of the BBC's Horizon programme, filmed two 

programmes with National Geographic Channel and is currently 

working with PBS in the United States 

Beau is in increasing demand as a speaker. He has given two TED talks, 

a relatively rare honour, which have had more than 1.6 million online 

viewers combined, and has been invited to speak at one of Google's 

Zeitgeist events in 2013. He is an inspiring and motivational speaker 

and uses illusions, games and interaction to engage his audience. 

Graphics, 

Dutch – Hollands Diep, 

German – Riemann 

Verlag/RH, 

Japanese – Sunmark, 

Hungarian – Libri 

Konyvkiado, 

Italian – Bollati Boringhieri, 

Korean – Bookhouse 

Publishers, 

Portuguese/Brazil – Editora 

Rocco, 

Taiwanese – China Times) 

 

 

INTRODUCING: A Graphic Guide 

 

 

Publisher(s): Icon Books 

Publication 

Date:  

January 2017, March 2017 

About the book: The 80+ classic series of introductory guides 

continues with the launch of these brand new titles: 

INTRODUCING EPIGENETICS: A Graphic Guides (January 2017) 

INTRODUCING GAME THEORY: A Graphic Guides (March 2017) 

 

 

 

CHILDHOOD PSYCHOLOGY & PARENTING 

 

THE ORCHID AND THE DANDELION by Dr. Tom Boyce 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Knopf, UK – Bluebird/Macmillan 
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Publication 

date: 

2018 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Arab Republic – Arab 

Scientific, 

Bulgarian – Soft Press LTD, 

Chinese – Zhejiang, 

Czech – Triton, 

Danish – People’s Press, 

Dutch – Hollands Diep, 

Finnish – Wsoy, 

French – Michel LaFon, 

German – Droemer, 

Hungarian – Libri 

Konyvkiado, 

Italian – Garzanti, 

Korean – Sigongsa Co., 

Norwegian – H. Aschehoug 

& Co., 

Portuguese/Brazil – Editora 

Objetiva, 

Romanian – Publica Com 

SRL, 

Russian – Exmo Publishers, 

Serbian – Vulkan, 

Slovak – Citadella, 

Swedish – Volante, 

Taiwanese – China Times, 

Turkish – Dogen Egmont) 

 

Polish – Czarna Owca 

 

Material: proposal available 

One of the world’s foremost researchers of paediatric health reveals 

an extraordinary discovery about childhood development, parenting, 

and the key to helping all kids find happiness and success. 

Boyce reveals that there are two kinds of children, the hardy and 

resilient “dandelions” and the sensitive and susceptible “orchids.” 

While orchids experience the vast majority of physical and mental 

illness, we now know that given the right support, orchids can thrive 

as much as, if not more than, any other children. This book is about the 

origins, sensibilities, and enormous potential of orchid children. 

The Orchid Child is based on ground-breaking research that has the power to 

change the lives of countless children—and the adults who love them. -- 

Susan Cain, New York Times bestselling author of Quiet: The Power of 

Introverts 

This is a book that must be written and Tom Boyce is unquestionably the most 

qualified person to do it right! […] The author is a skilled paediatrician, a 

gifted scientist, and a lucid writer. He has a deep understanding of the 

remarkable phenomenon of the “orchid child” and its underlying biology, and 

he has a compelling story to tell. There is an extensive audience of parents and 

teachers whose lives will be touched by this book. The well-being of their 

children and their students will reap enormous benefits from what Tom Boyce 

can teach us all about the valleys and the mountaintops of child development. 

-- Jack P. Shonkoff, M.D., Director, Center on the Developing Child at 

Harvard University, Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School 

and Boston Children’s Hospital Rights. 

W. Thomas Boyce is Professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry and heads 

the Division of Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics at the the 

University of California, San Francisco. He is also Co-Director of 

CIFAR's Child and Brain Development Program and a member of the 

Institute of Medicine of the National Academies. Dr. Boyce's research 

addresses the interplay among neurobiological and psychosocial 

processes leading to socially partitioned differences in childhood 

health and disease. His work has demonstrated how psychological 

stress and neurobiological reactivity to aversive social contexts operate 

conjointly to produce disorders of both physical and mental health in 

childhood populations. 

 

THE DEEPEST WELL. Healing the Long-Term Effects of Childhood 

Adversity by Dr. Nadine Burke Harris 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – HMH, UK – Bluebird/Macmillan 

Publication 

date:  

January 2018 

 

Delivery date: May 2017 
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RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Chinese – Cheers 

Publishing, 

Portuguese/Brazil – Editora 

Record, 

Portuguese/Portugal – 

Record) 

A pioneer in the field of medicine, Heinz Award winner, speaker, and 

subject of a New Yorker profile, Dr. Nadine Burke Harris is leading a 

movement to transform the way we understand Adverse Childhood 

Experiences (ACEs) and toxic stress that dramatically impacts our 

health and longevity. By revealing the science behind childhood 

adversity, this book offers a new way of understanding the adverse 

events that affect us throughout our lifetime. Based on her 

groundbreaking clinical work and public leadership, Burke Harris 

shows us how we can disrupt this cycle through interventions that 

help retrain the brain and body, foster resilience, and help children, 

families, and adults live healthier, happier lives. 

The Deepest Well is a profoundly important book, as well as being deeply 

interesting because it helps us understand how the life experiences we have 

had as children can affect the rest of our lives in terms of our emotional well-

being, social and economic success or failure, biomedical disease, and life 

expectancy. -- Vincent J. Felitti, MD, Co-Principal Investigator, The 

Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Study 

Nadine Burke Harris is a born storyteller, and this is the story she was born 

to tell. The Deepest Well will give her a vehicle to weave together the story 

of her own childhood and her struggles and triumphs as a physician with the 

complex science that she, like no one else, is able to make plain to those of us 

without degrees in neuroendocrinology. Over the last decade, Nadine has 

transformed the lives of the thousands of young people she has treated, 

counseled, and healed in the struggling neighborhood of Bayview Hunters 

Point. Now, with this book, she is poised to transform the lives of millions, 

who don’t yet know the story of ACEs and don’t yet understand their impact 

on our lives, our work, and our families. -- Paul Tough, Author of New 

York Times Best Seller How Children Succeed 

A pioneer in the field of medicine, Dr. Nadine Burke Harris has 

earned international attention for her innovative approach to 

addressing Adverse Childhood Experiences, or ACEs, as a risk factor 

for adult disease such as heart disease and cancer. A pediatrician, mom 

and the founder/CEO of the Center for Youth Wellness, Burke Harris 

has brought these scientific discoveries and her new approach to 

audiences at the Mayo Clinic, American Academy of Pediatrics and 

Google Zeitgeist. Burke Harris’ TED Talk, “How childhood trauma 

affects health across a lifetime,” has been viewed more than one and 

half million times. Her work has been profiled in the New Yorker, in 

Paul Tough’s best-selling book, How Children Succeed: Grit, Curiosity, 

and the Hidden Power of Character, and in Jamie Redford’s soon to be 

released feature film, “Resilience.” 

 

INSIDE OUT PARENTING. How to Build Strong, Happy Children 

from a Core of Self-Esteem by Holan Liang 

Agent: Watson, Little Ltd 

Publisher(s): UK – Bluebird/Macmillan 
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Material: ms available 

Inside Out Parenting is a brilliant narrative mix of hard science, 

anecdotal evidence and witty personal memoir, and a riposte to Tiger 

Parenting. 

In INSIDE OUT PARENTING, Dr Liang will present a gender-neutral, 

science-based approach that supports children’s inner selves foremost, 

especially in the formative years between 0 and 7, and only then do the 

exterior achievements follow. 

Dr Holan Liang sets out her practical approach to bringing up children 

from the inside out, setting aside exterior results in favour of building 

a core of self-esteem, resilience and social ability. This, Dr Liang argues 

in a witty blend of memoir, hard science and hands-on anecdotal 

evidence, is a far more assured route both to happiness and success. 

Dr Liang’s approach is about listening and observing your child and 

applying hard-won strategies drawn from the lab, from the changing 

table, from a multicultural background, and from hands-on trial and 

error. In INSIDE OUT PARENTING, Dr Holan Liang puts forward an 

approach that is based on fostering the interior landscape of the child, 

over and above exterior achievements. 

If I was going to buy one book for a new parent, I’d buy this one. -- Cathy 

Rentzenbrink, author of The Last Act of Love and A Manual for Heartache 

Holan Liang studied Medicine & Experimental Psychology at 

Cambridge University and trained as a Child Psychiatrist at the famous 

Maudsley and Bethlem Hospitals. She has conducted research with 

world leaders in child psychiatry and behavioural genetics in areas 

ranging from depression, bullying and ADHD. Holan has also 

authored a chapter in 2 Child Development text books and has 10 

publications in peer-reviewed child psychiatry journals. 

Mother of two Holan has recieved research prizes in the field of Child 

Psychiatry and is currently a consultant at The South London & 

Maudsley NHS Foundation Trust and Great Ormond Street Hospital. 

 

BLUEPRINT. How Our Childhood Makes Us Who We Are by Lucy 

Maddox 

 

Agent: Watson, Little Ltd 

Publisher(s): WEL – Robinson/Little, Brown 

Publication 

date:  

March 2018 

Material: proposal available 

What every adult should know about child psychology. 

Have you ever wondered how your early life shaped you? Everyone 

has been a child and the roots of our adult selves go right back to our 

first experiences. How we think, act and interact is influenced by our 

early years, yet most people don't know the key findings from child 

development that can give us insight into our adult selves. By thinking 
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about these we can learn to notice and understand how we tend to be 

in relationships, in times of stress or change, or when faced with tricky 

decisions.  

How do we get a sense of identity? How are our romantic styles 

affected by our early relationships? How do we develop an ability to 

think in complex ways, manage moral dilemmas and motivate 

ourselves and others?  

This popular science book explains what everyone should know about 

how we become who we are, including the classic experiments: child 

psychology’s equivalents of Newton’s apple and Archimedes’ bathtub. 

From babyhood to adulthood, it weaves together cutting edge 

research, everyday experience and clinical examples. 

Dr Lucy Maddox is a clinical psychologist, lecturer and writer. She 

works clinically on an NHS psychiatric ward for teenagers at the 

Maudsley Hospital in south London, and she lectures at the Institute 

of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience and the Anna Freud 

Centre. Lucy has written for various publications including the 

Guardian, Science, Prospect, the Psychologist, the Times and the Huffington 

Post. She was a British Science Association Media Fellow in 2013. 

 

 

HEALTH 

 

THE TELOMERE EFFECT. The New Science of Living Younger by 

Dr. Elizabeth Blackburn and Dr. Elissa Epel 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Catalan/Spanish – Edicions 

62, 

Chinese – Hunan, 

Czech – Jota, 
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French – Guy Redaniel 

Editeur, 
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Greek – Patakis, 
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Publishing, 

Korean – Chungrim, 

Polish – Galaktyka, 

Portuguese/Brazil – Editora 

Planeta, 

Portuguese/Portugal – 2020 

Editora, 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Grand Central, UK – Orion    

Publication 

date:  

January 2017 

Groundbreaking New York Times bestseller by the Nobel Prize 

winner who discovered telomeres, telomerase, and their role in the 

aging process, and the health psychologist who researched specific 

lifestyle habits to protect telomeres, prevent disease, and slow down 

aging. 

Have you wondered why some 60-year olds look and feel like 40-year 

olds and why some 40-year-olds look and feel like 60-year-olds? While 

many factors contribute to aging and illness, Nobel Prize-winning 

Doctor Elizabeth Blackburn discovered biological markers, called 

telomerase, the enzyme that replenishes telomeres, which protect our 

DNA. Dr. Blackburn discovered that the length and health of one's 

telomeres provides a biological basis for the long-hypothesized mind-

body connection. But perhaps more importantly, along with leading 

health Psychologist, Dr. Elissa Epel, discovered that there are things 

we can do to improve and lengthen our telomeres to keep us vital and 

disease-free.  

This book will help people increase the reader's lifespan and health-

span (the number of years during this time that they remain healthy 

and active), including information on how sleep, exercise, and diet 
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profoundly affect our telomeres, and how chronic stress can eat away 

at our telomeres. Included are lists of which foods are healthy for our 

telomeres; how aging begins in utero: mothers who are highly stressed 

during pregnancy have children with shorter telomeres, and how 

thinking you are young and vital helps keep you that way! 

A revolutionary set of findings-with a wealth of science-based suggestions-

that can transform the way we live our lives, shaping the very health of our 

cells by how we use our minds. -- Daniel J. Siegel, MD, New York Times 

bestselling author of Brainstorm 

Elizabeth Blackburn, PhD, received the Nobel Prize in Physiology or 

Medicine in 2009 alongside two colleagues for their discovery of 

telomerase and telomeres' role in the aging process. She is a recipient 

of the Albert Lasker Basic Medical Research Award, among many 

other awards. In 2007, she was named one of TIME magazine's 100 

most influential people. 

Elissa Epel, PhD, is a leading health psychologist who studies stress, 

aging, and obesity. She is the director of UCSF's Aging, Metabolism, 

and Emotion Center and is associate director of the Center for Health 

and Community. Epel is a member of the National Academy of 

Medicine and serves on scientific advisory committees for the National 

Institutes of Health, and the Mind and Life Institute. She has received 

awards from Stanford University, the Society of Behavioral Medicine, 

and the American Psychological Association. 

Romanian – Editura Trei, 

Russian – Eksmo, 
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Spanish/Mexican – 
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Taiwanese –  
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BODYWISE. Discovering Your Body’s Intelligence 

for Lifelong Health and Healing by Dr. Rachel Carlton Abrams 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Chinese – Beijing United, 

German – Irisiana Verlag, 

Italian – Sperling & Kupfer, 

Polish – Czarna Owca, 

Spanish – Urano) 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Rodale Press, UK – Bluebird/Macmillan 

Publication 

date:  

January 2017 

 

Are you tired? Do you suffer from chronic pain—headaches, 

backaches, or pelvic discomfort? Do you experience depression or feel 

anxious? Do you have allergies, rashes or autoimmune issues? Have 

you lost your sex drive somewhere along the way? If you have one or 

more of these symptoms, you may be suffering from a condition that 

Rachel Carlton Abrams, M.D., calls Chronic Body Depletion. 

In BODYWISE, Dr. Rachel shows us not only how to heal chronic body 

depletion, but offers strategies for optimum health and lifelong 

healing. Exploring the causes of today's most chronic health issues, 

BODYWISE teaches women to understand the body's innate wisdom, 

and to use a customized 28-day plan to restore their five fundamentals 

of health: eating, sleeping, moving, loving, and finding purpose. 

Written with the wisdom of a top physician but the warmth and 

humor of a close friend, BODYWISE is a compelling and life-changing 

work that delivers hope, knowledge, and advice on how to live a life 

that is healthy and truly fulfilling. 

Direct, deeply knowledgeable and inspiring. BodyWise is so comprehensive 

and integrates all aspects of the totality of being in a human body, and how to 
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be responsible for and to it.... This book is a smart and gentle well-being bible. 

I would follow Rachel Abrams anywhere. -- Alanis Morissette, musician 

Rachel Abrams is a truly exceptional physician, who has the breadth of 

interest and intellect to consider a patient's entire experience, not just limited 

pathologies. Where many health books focus on limited topics, BodyWise 

considers a huge range of factors that may affect our wellbeing. Like its author, 

it offers abundant hope, wisdom, and practical measures to address a vast 

range of issues. I wish I could make BodyWise required reading for anyone 

who wants to live a full, rich, active, and healthy life. -- Martha Beck, Ph.D., 

New York Times best-selling author of Finding Your Way in a Wild New 

World 

Rachel Carlton Abrams graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford 

University, received her MD from UC San Francisco and a master’s 

degree in holistic health from UC Berkeley. She is board certified in 

family medicine and integrative medicine. In 2008 she opened the 

award-winning Santa Cruz Integrative Medicine Clinic. Dr. Abrams 

treats many of the world’s most influential people, from CEOs to 

billionaire entrepreneurs to Nobel Peace laureates. She has been voted 

“Best Doctor” in Santa Cruz County every year, from 2009–2016. 

 

ANTICANCER LIVING. Six weeks to a new way of life by Dr. 

Lorenzo Cohen & Alison Jefferies 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Arabic – Arab Scientific 

Publishers, 

Chinese – Citic Press, 

Czech – Fortuna,  
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Publishing) 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Penguin/Viking, UK – Vermillion/PRH  

Publication 

date: 

February 2018 

Delivery date: April 2017 

Material:  proposal available 

“You have cancer.” These are perhaps the most feared three words that 

will ever come out of a doctor’s mouth, and more and more people are 

hearing them. Yet, most people do not realize they can reduce their risk 

of getting cancer and improve their chances of surviving a cancer 

diagnosis by making six fundamental changes in their lifestyle. 

Research shows that 50 to 70 percent of cancer can be prevented and 

cancer survivors can live longer and better if they change their daily 

habits and live more healthy lives. People are waiting for a cure to 

cancer, when the most promising antidote is already here, and it 

doesn’t come in a syringe or a pill. Readers of ANTICANCER LIVING 

will learn about The Mix of Six—six key lifestyle factors that are 

scientifically linked with cancer risk and influencing outcomes (both 

quality of life and quantity of life) for those with cancer. In a society 

that remains embedded in an illness model of health care, 

ANTICANCER LIVING empowers people to engage in a life of 

wellness. 

Anticancer Living presents the scientific evidence and important tactics and 

strategies for individuals and society to decrease the risk of cancer and improve 

the health status of those fighting cancer. I highly recommend this book to 
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anyone seeking to reduce their own risk of developing cancer or to enhance 

their personal battle against cancer. -- Peter Pisters, MD, President of 

University Health network, Toronto, Canada 

I believe Anticancer Living will help to reduce the incidence of cancer and lead 

the world to better health. -- Xiamao Guo, MD, President, Fudan 

University Shanghai Cancer Center 

As husband and wife, Lorenzo Cohen and Alison Jefferies have been 

working on living the anti-cancer life for themselves and in their own 

home for more than 16 years. Cohen is Professor and Director of the 

Integrative Medicine Program at the MD Anderson Cancer Center in 

Texas, which has been ranked as the leading cancer hospital in the US 

for 11 of the past 14 years. Jefferies holds a Master’s in Educational 

Psychology from the University of Houston.   

 

RUN FOR YOUR LIFE. The Fun, Injury-Free Way to Burn Body Fat, 

Relieve Stress, and Improve Your Performance by Dr. Mark 

Cucuzzella 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Japanese – Hayakawa 

Shobo, 

Romanian – Niculescu) 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): WEL – Knopf 

Publication 

date:  

Fall 2018 

Material: proposal available 

Dr. Mark Cucuzzella, one of the world’s leading running doctors, is a 

marathon winner, race director, running store owner, medical school 

professor, family physician, and the creator of the Air Force’s Efficient 

Running program. In this book, he shows us how easy it is to run (and 

also to walk) efficiently and injuryfree, and why these activities are the 

most enjoyable and effective way to become and stay healthy over a 

lifetime. In the tradition of Jim Fixx’s Complete Book of Running (1 

million copies sold) and the Royal Canadian Air Force Exercise Plans for 

Fitness (23 million copies sold), Run for Your Life is envisioned as a 

readable, popular book that will make running and fitness accessible 

to, and sought after, by a large portion of the general public. 

As a talented runner and M.D., he has studied every aspect of running from 

superior performance to injury prevention to optimal health. Most 

importantly, he aims to improve the fitness and well-being of all, from the 

uninitiated to beginners to veterans who still have new tricks to learn. -- 

Amby Burfoot, Boston Marathon winner; editor of Runner’s World 

magazine; author of The Runner’s Guide to the Meaning of Life 

I expect Run For Your Life to become one of the leading running books of this 

era, and serve as a guiding light to runners of all abilities. -- Brian Metzler, 

editor in Chief, Competitor magazine; founding editor, Trail Runner 

magazine; co-author of Natural Running and Run Like a Champion 

Lt. Col. Mark Cucuzzella MD is a Professor at West Virginia 

University School of Medicine. As a US Air Force Reservist he designs 

programs to promote healthier and better running with the US Air 

Force Efficient Running Project.  Mark has presented running 
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workshops on over 40 military bases. He has been a national-level 

Masters runner, having competed for over 30 years with more than 100 

marathon and ultra-marathon finishes. Mark is a two time winner of 

the Air Force Marathon and has a marathon PR of 2:24. As well as being 

the race director of Freedom’s Run race series in West Virginia, Mark 

is director of the Natural Running Center, an education portal 

designed to teach healthier running. He is also the owner of Two 

Rivers Treads – A Center for Natural Running and Walking in his 

hometown of Shepherdstown, WV. Mark’s innovative work and story 

has been featured in the New York Times, NPR, Outside Magazine, 

Running Times, Runners World, Air Force Times, the Washington 

Post, JAMA, and other medical and media outlets. 

 

THE ALZHEIMER’S SOLUTION. A Proven Program to Prevent and 

Reverse Symptoms of Cognitive Decline and Support Brain Health 

at Every Age by Dr. Dean Sherzai and Dr. Ayesha Sherzai 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Taiwanese – Crown 

Publishing) 

 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – HarperCollins, UK – Simon & Schuster 

Publication 

date:  

October 2017 

Delivery date: July 2017 

Material: proposal available 

Prevention is the key to defeating Alzheimer’s. The brain is a living 

universe: it responds to how you treat it, what you feed it, how you 

challenge it, the ways in which you allow it to rest and restore. A 

healthy lifestyle dramatically decreases your risk for Alzheimer’s and 

also enhances the power of your brain—your cognitive capacity and 

reserve. Despite what you may have been led to believe, you can 

control the process of cognitive impairment. There is no cure for 

Alzheimer’s disease once it has manifested, but you can live a long and 

cognitively active life. You can live in a way that promotes the health 

of your brain and your entire body. You can start right now. And this 

book will teach you how.  

The Alzheimer’s Solution is a very important book on the role of lifestyle in 

successful cognitive aging. Drs. Dean and Ayesha Sherzai are now 

conducting a truly groundbreaking clinical trial that proves the strong 

correlation between healthy behavior and healthy brains. This book brings 

their most powerful insights to light. -- Dilip Jeste, M.D, Distinguished 

Professor of Psychiatry and Neurosciences, Estelle and Edgar Levi 

Chair in Aging, Director of the Same and Ros Stein Institute for 

Research on Aging, University of California, San Diego School of 

Medicine 

As a Parkinson’s specialist, I’ve seen over and over again the cognitive 

devastation caused by neurodegenerative diseases. The work of Drs. Dean and 

Ayesha Sherzai represents one of the most exciting scientific breakthroughs in 

neurology in decades. This is a vital moment in our understanding of 

Alzheimer’s, and The Alzheimer’s Solution is a scientifically rigorous and 
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much needed book that will appeal to readers worldwide. -- Michele Tagliati, 

M.D, Leading Researcher on Parkinson’s Disease, Director of the 

Movement Disorders Program at Cedars-Sinai Medical Center 

The research of Dean Sherzai, MD, focuses on early diagnosis and 

intervention in Alzheimer's disease. As such, he is introducing novel 

imaging and biomarker tools into the realm of diagnosis at earlier 

stages of the disease. He is also introducing novel interventions both 

with regards to pharmaceuticals, as well as comprehensive lifestyle 

changes that appear to be very effective in altering the course of the 

disease. 

The research focus of Ayesha Sherzai, MD, is on preventive neurology, 

as well as the relationship between lifestyle (nutrition and physical 

activity), and neurodegenerative and neurovascular diseases. 

 

 

SCIENCE 

 

BIG DATA. Surviving the Information Revolution by Brian Clegg 

 

Publisher(s): Icon Books 

Publication 

date:  

August 2017 

Material: ms available 

New for Icon’s Hot Science series – a startling insight into the data 

that runs our lives. 

Is the Brexit vote successful big data politics or the end of democracy? 

Why do airlines overbook, and why do banks get it wrong so often? 

How does big data enable Netflix to forecast a hit, CERN to find the 

Higgs boson and medics to discover if red wine really is good for you? 

And how are companies using big data to benefit from smart meters, 

use advertising that spies on you and develop the gig economy, where 

workers are managed by the whim of an algorithm? The volumes of 

data we now access can give unparalleled abilities to make predictions, 

respond to customer demand and solve problems. But Big Brother’s 

shadow hovers over it. Though big data can set us free and enhance our 

lives, it has the potential to create an underclass and a totalitarian state. 

With big data ever-present, you can’t afford to ignore it. Acclaimed 

science writer Brian Clegg - a habitual early adopter of new technology 

(and the owner of the second-ever copy of Windows in the UK) - brings 

big data to life. 

Brian Clegg’s most recent books are What Colour is the Sun (Icon, 2016) 

and Ten Billion Tomorrows (St. Martins, 2016). His Dice World and A Brief 

History of Infinity were both longlisted for the Royal Society Prize for 

Science Books. Brian has written for numerous publications including 

The Wall Street Journal, Nature, BBC Focus, Physics World, The Times, 

The Observer, Good Housekeeping and Playboy. Brian is editor of 

popularscience.co.uk and blogs at brianclegg.blogspot.com. 
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THE REALITY FRAME. Relativity and Our Place in The Universe by 

Brian Clegg 

 
 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

Dutch – Amsterdam 

University Press,  

Hungary – Partvonal Kiado 

 

Publisher(s): UK – Icon Books Ltd 

Publication 

date:  

December 2017 

Material: ms available 

A thrilling journey from empty space all the way to the human mind. 

Weaving together the great ideas of science, in this, his magnum opus, 

Brian Clegg builds up reality piece by piece, from space, to time, to 

matter, movement, the fundamental forces, life and the massive 

transformation that life itself has wrought on the natural world. 

He reveals that underlying it all is not, as we might believe, a system 

of immovable absolutes, but the ever-shifting, amorphous world of 

relativity. 

This is an Ascent of Man for the 21st century, the gripping story of 

modern science that will fill you with wonder and give you a new 

insight into our place in the universe. 

Science writer Brian Clegg studied physics at Cambridge University 

and specialises in making the strangest aspects of the universe, from 

infinity to time travel and quantum theory, accessible to the general 

reader. He is editor of www.popularscience.co.uk and a Fellow of the 

Royal Society of Arts. His previous books include Inflight Science, The 

Universe Inside You and Science for Life. 

 

DRAWING PHYSICS. 2,600 Years of Discovery from Thales to Higgs 

by Don S. Lemons 

 

Agent: The Spieler Agency 

Publisher(s): US – MIT Press 

Publication 

date:  

May 2016 

Humans have been trying to understand the physical universe since 

antiquity. Aristotle had one vision (the realm of the celestial spheres is 

perfect), and Einstein another (all motion is relativistic). More often 

than not, these different understandings begin with a simple drawing, 

a pre-mathematical picture of reality. Such drawings are a humble but 

effective tool of the physicist’s craft, part of the tradition of thinking, 

teaching, and learning passed down through the centuries. This book 

uses drawings to help explain fifty-one key ideas of physics accessibly 

and engagingly. Don Lemons, a professor of physics and author of 

several physics books, pairs short, elegantly written essays with simple 

drawings that together convey important concepts from the history of 

physical science. 

Readers of DRAWING PHYSICS with little background in 

mathematics or physics will say: “Now I see, and now I understand.” 

Literate, accurate, and accessible, Drawing Physics is a gem. -- Robert C. 

Hilborn, Associate Executive Officer, American Association of Physics 
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Teachers; author of Chaos and Nonlinear Dynamics: An Introduction for 

Scientists and Engineer 

What a great project! Science books are normally illustrated by captioned line 

drawings. Don Lemons reverses the procedure: After selecting some of the 

most compelling drawings from the vast literature of physics he illuminates 

them with explanatory essays. But his comments aren’t mere captions. They 

reach out into science history, correct popular misconceptions, uncover fresh 

anecdotes, and point out hidden connections. In short, they flesh out the 

images with meaning. Open the book and see for yourself: Lemons draws you 

in. -- Hans Christian von Baeyer, Chancellor Professor of Physics 

emeritus, College of William and Mary; author of QBism: The Future of 

Quantum Physics 

Don S. Lemons is Emeritus Professor of Physics at Bethel College in 

North Newton, Kansas. 

 

DESTINATION MARS. The Story of Our Quest to Conquer the Red 

Planet by Andrew May 

 

Publisher(s): Icon Books 

Publication 

date:  

July 2017 

Material: ms available 

The first title in Icon’s new Hot science series exploring the cutting 

edge of modern science. 

Mars is back. Suddenly everyone – from Elon Musk to Ridley Scott to 

Donald Trump – is talking about going to the Red Planet. 

When the Apollo astronauts walked on the Moon in 1969, many people 

imagined Mars would be next. However NASA’s Viking 1, which 

landed in 1976, was just a robot. The much-anticipated crewed mission 

failed to materialise, defeated by a combination of technological and 

political challenges. 

Four decades after Viking and almost half a century after Apollo 

technology has improved beyond recognition – as has politics. As 

private ventures like SpaceX seize centre stage from NASA, Mars has 

undergone a seismic shift – it’s become the prime destination for future 

human expansion and colonisation. 

But what’s it really like on Mars, and why should anyone want to go 

there? How do you get there and what are the risks? Astrophysicist and 

science writer Andrew May answers these questions and more, as he 

traces the history of our fascination with the Red Planet. 

Andrew May obtained his PhD in astrophysics from the University of 

Manchester in 1982. After a 30-year career spanning academia, the civil 

service and private industry he now works as a freelance writer and 

science consultant. He has written on subjects as diverse as the physical 

sciences, military technology, British history and the paranormal. His 

recent books include pocket-sized biographies of Newton and Einstein 

and an eye-opening study of the relationship between pseudoscience 

and science fiction. He lives in Somerset. 
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NATURAL SCIENCE 

 

CANNIBALISM. A Perfectly Natural History by Bill Schutt 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD:  

Estonian - AS Ajakirjade 

Kirjastus, 

Japanese – Ohta 

Agent: The Gillian MacKenzie Agency 

Publisher(s): US – Algonquin, UK – Profile 

Publication 

date:  

February 2017 

From the fascinating accounts involving the animal world (why most 

fish eat their offspring and certain amphibians eat their mother’s 

skin; the reason farmed chickens in the 1940’s were outfitted with 

glasses; how some sharks chow down their siblings in utero; why 

chimps are starting, for the first time ever, to eat each other; and 

much more) to those in the human world (how George H. W. Bush 

nearly became liver pate rather than President; why until the end of 

the 18th century British royalty ate human body parts; how 

cannibalism may be linked to the extinction of Neanderthals; how 

filial piety is tied to cannibalism in ancient China; why microbes on 

sacramental bread may have led to Catholics’ execution of Jews in 

the Middle Ages; how a mistake in translation created a trade in 

counterfeit mummy powder; why today’s rise in Alzheimer’s cases 

may be related to cannibalism; and on and on...) Schutt is a serious 

scientist who is no stranger to pop culture, literature, criminology, 

anthropology and history, and he brings all these disciplines to bear on 

his subject matter. Taken as a whole, it paints a vital story about who 

we are as humans. It shows us the bizarre and often brutal workings of 

the natural world, a world in which we are very much a part, and on 

which we have a large impact. Readers will not walk away from 

CANNIBALISM without feeling they have a deeper understanding of 

human nature, and our place in the strange tree of life. 

Bill Schutt’s fascinating and compulsively readable new book will amaze you. 

-- Ian Tattersall, author of The Strange Case of the Rickety Cossack and 

Other Cautionary Tales from Human Evolution 

Gripping and often disturbing ... Schutt [has] a rare gift for making biology 

dramatic. His accounts of family life among invertebrates are hair-raising. -- 

John Carey, Sunday Times 

There is plenty to intrigue and entertain. -- Frances Larson Observer 

A fascinating and surprisingly fun read ... though laughing at a history of 

cannibalism can garner you some funny looks on public transport. -- Daily 

Mail 

An interesting book with a lot of fascinating stories. – Spectator 

Bill Schutt is currently a professor of Biology at LIU-Post and a 

Research Associate at the American Museum of Natural History 

(Mammalogy Department). Much of Bill’s previous research centered 

on the evolution, anatomy, and behavior of bats. Bill’s expertise with 

vampire bats led to the topic of his critically acclaimed first book, Dark 

Banquet: Blood and the Curious Lives of Blood-Feeding Creatures (Harmony, 
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2008), which was featured on NPR’s Science Friday and in The New York 

Times. 

 

 

ECONOMICS / BUSINESS 

 

THE BLOCKCHAIN. The promise of the powerful technology that 

can cut out the middleman, empower billions, unleash economic 

growth, and foster democracy by Michael Casey & Paul Vigna 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

Chinese/Mainland – China 

Citic Press 

Agent: The Gillian MacKenzie Agency 

Publisher(s): US – St Martin's Press 

Delivery date:  May 2017 

Material: proposal available 

An essential reading for anyone who wants to grasp the jaw-

dropping potential of the technology that underpins cybercurrency. 

The blockchain, as Vigna and Casey predict, will disrupt and transform 

the global economy and how we communicate as profoundly as did the 

internet. In its revolutionary way of securely removing the middleman 

in transactions of all kind, it will bring billions of unbanked into our 

global economy. It will allow for a safe-guarding and controlling of our 

personal identities in powerful new ways. It will lend itself to limitless 

efficient and green applications, including the ability for our things – 

from cars to building materials to washing machines to stores to roads 

to weather stations – to communicate seamlessly and perform smart 

functions with one another without the intervention of humans. And, 

perhaps the acme of its uses, it will introduce new methods for the 

promotion of democracy. Yet with all of the seemingly countless, new, 

and exhilarating applications of the blockchain, there too are perils. 

Backed with the authors’ vast knowledge of the topic and their 

continued immersion in its developments, THE BLOCKCHAIN will be 

deeply informed and illustrated with fascinating examples. 

Michael J. Casey is senior columnist covering global economics and 

markets at The Wall Street Journal. Along with WSJ Moneybeat 

blogger Paul Vigna, Michael is the co-author of The Age of 

Cryptocurrency, a book about bitcoin and its potential impact on the 

global economy. He is a graduate of the University of Western Australia 

and has a Master’s Degree from Cornell University. 

Paul Vigna is a markets reporter for The Wall Street Journal, covering 

equities and the economy. He writes for the MoneyBeat blog and hosts 

a daily news show of the same name. 

Previously a writer and editor of the MarketTalk column in DowJones 

Newswires, he has been a guest on the Fox Business Network, CNN, 

the BBC, and the John Batchelor radio show. 
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YOU HAVE ARRIVED AT YOUR DESTINATION. How Google 

Maps Found Its Way by Bill Kilday 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

Chinese/Mainland – China 

Citic Press, 

Japanese – TAC Co., 

Korean – Gimm-Young 

Publishers, Inc. 

Agent: Duvall Osteen, Aragi, Inc.                  

Publisher(s): WEL – HarperCollins Business 

Delivery date: May 2017 

Material: proposal available 

This is the story of the evolution of mapping technology over the last 

two decades. The “overnight success 20 years in the making,” that 

delivers a personal look behind the scenes at the team that gave us 

Google Maps, Google Earth, and most recently, Pokémon GO. 

It’s the story of college roommates and colleagues, and also a tech 

insider's look at how our worldview changed dramatically as a result 

of their vision and implementation. It’s a crazy story. And it all started 

with a really good map.  

Keyhole was a cash strapped startup that was saved by a contract with 

the CIA, made famous on CNN during the first invasion of Iraq, 

bought by Google, relaunched as Google Maps and Google Earth, spun 

back out of Google, and is now responsible for the game Pokémon GO.  

And it was all led by the same small town Texas boy.  You can't make 

this up. 

In early 2005, Google had no mapping products, and zero mapping 

users.  By 2008, just three years later, the company would have the #1 

consumer mapping service worldwide, with over 500 million users of 

Google Maps and Google Earth.   

There's a time sensitive element to the project – that’s been brought on 

by the Pokémon GO explosion. While that’s just a portion of Bill’s book, 

I wanted to share some preliminary press on Pokémon GO, with more 

pouring in every day. 

As the VP of Marketing for Niantic, Bill Kilday has a strong say in all 

social media channels for the company, including Ingress and 

Pokémon GO.  The app is now publicly acknowledged as the most 

successful mobile game of all time – and it’s only launched in 12 

countries so far. 

 

 

CURRENT & GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

 

LOBBYING FOR CHANGE. Find Your Voice to Create a Better 

Society by Alberto Alemanno 

 
 

Publisher(s): UK – Icon Books Ltd 

Publication 

date:  

tbc 

Delivery date: April 2017 

The essential guide to making real change in your community, 

society or country. 
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Many democratic societies are experiencing a crisis of faith. Citizens 

are making clear their frustration with their supposedly representative 

governments, which instead seem driven by the interests of big 

business, powerful individuals and wealthy lobby groups. 

But what can we do about it? How do we fix democracy and get our 

voices heard? The answer, argues Alberto Alemanno, is to become 

change-makers – citizen lobbyists. By using our skills and talents and 

mobilizing others, we can bring about social and political change. 

Whoever you are, you’ve got power, and this book will show you how 

to unleash it. 

If you’re looking to improve – or to join – your community, if you’re 

searching for a sense of purpose or a way to take control of what’s 

going on around you, switching off is no longer an option. It’s time to 

make your voice count. 

At a time when corporate lobbying dominates decision making in government, 

Alberto Alemanno has produced a vital counter to this unfettered power: 

citizen lobbying. Here are the means to regain some power and influence over 

the decisions affecting our lives. This is a toolbox for change. -- Ed Straw 

Alberto Alemanno is an academic, public interest lawyer and civic 

advocate. A Professor of European Union Law at the HEC Paris and 

Global Professor of Law at the New York University School of Law, he 

is also a Co-Founder and Director of The Good Lobby, which forges 

partnerships to lobby for the public interest. 

 

BIASED. The New Science of Race and Inequality by Jennifer L. 

Eberhardt, Ph.D. 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

Chinese/Taiwan – under 

offer 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Viking, UK – Heinemann 

Publication 

date:  

tbc 

Delivery date: January 2018 

Material: proposal available 

Like New York Times Bestseller Thinking, Fast and Slow, by Daniel 

Kahneman, Biased offers us insights into the surprising workings of 

the human mind. 

This book addresses in a deeply personal way one of the central 

controversies and culturally powerful issues of our time: 

contemporary race relations and questions of criminal justice. We hear 

stories from inside the criminal justice system that vividly personalize 

and explain today’s headlines.  

One of the world’s leading experts on racial bias, Stanford social 

psychologist, and MacArthur “Genius” award recipient, Jennifer 

Eberhardt presents startling research to reveal that all people are 

vulnerable to racial bias, even if they are not racist. Professor Eberhardt 

demonstrates that even without explicit racism, our unconscious biases 

powerfully shape our behaviour, leading to racial disparities from the 

classroom to the courtroom to the boardroom. experts on racial bias. 
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Jennifer is one of the great thinkers and one of the great voices of our time. 

Everything she writes transforms the way people see things. Every talk she 

gives changes people’s lives… She has unique insights into contemporary 

society and a unique ability to evoke images, emotions, and understandings 

that people will never forget. I believe her book will change the conversation 

on race in our society—and perhaps our society itself. -- Carol Dweck, New 

York Times bestseller author of Mindset: The New Psychology of Success 

Drawing on her pioneering research, Jennifer Eberhardt’s new book offers a 

powerful exploration of how racial bias seeps into our classrooms, college 

campuses, police departments, and businesses. -- Bruce Western, 

Guggenheim Professor of Criminal Justice Policy, Harvard University, 

and author of Punishment and Inequality in America 

Dr. Jennifer Eberhardt is a professor of psychology at Stanford. She 

has a Ph.D. from Harvard, and is the recipient of many prestigious 

awards, including a 2014 MacArthur “genius” award. She has been 

elected to the National Academy of Sciences, the American Academy 

of Arts and Sciences, and was named one of Foreign Policy’s 100 

Leading Global Thinkers. She is widely considered one of the world’s 

leading experts on racial bias. 

 

THE COLOR OF LAW. A Forgotten History of How Our 

Government Segregated America by Richard Rothstein 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

Chinese/Mainland – Beijing 

Paper Jump Cultural 

Development Company 

Agent: Watkins/Loomis 

Publisher(s): US – Liveright 

Publication 

date: 

May 2017 

Material: ms available 

In this groundbreaking history of the modern American metropolis, 

Richard Rothstein, a leading authority on housing policy, explodes the 

myth that America’s cities came to be racially divided through de facto 

segregation — that is, through individual prejudices, income 

differences, or the actions of private institutions like banks and real 

estate agencies. Rather, THE COLOR OF LAW incontrovertibly makes 

clear that it was de jure segregation, or the laws and policy decisions 

passed by local, state, and federal governments that actually promoted 

the discriminatory patterns that continue to this very day.  

Through extraordinary revelations and extensive research that Ta-

Nehisi Coates has lauded as “brilliant” (The Atlantic), Rothstein comes 

to chronicle nothing less than an untold story that begins in the 1920s, 

showing how this process of de jure segregation began with explicit 

racial zoning, as millions of African Americans moved in a great 

historical migration from the south to the north.  

Through meticulous research and powerful human stories, Rothstein reveals 

a history of racism hiding in plain sight and compels us to confront the 

consequences of the intentional, decades-long governmental policies that 

created a segregated America. -- Sherrilyn A. Ifill, president of the 

NAACP Legal Defense & Educational Fund 
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Original and insightful… The central premise of [Rothstein’s] argument… is 

that the Supreme Court has failed for decades to understand the extent to 

which residential racial segregation in our nation is not the result of private 

decisions by private individuals, but is the direct product of unconstitutional 

government action. The implications of his analysis are revolutionary. -- 

Geoffrey R. Stone, author of Sex and the Constitution 

 

 

HISTORY & RELIGION 

 

CASTLE OF THE EAGLES. Escape from Mussolini's Colditz by 

Mark Felton 

 
 

Agent: Andrew Lownie Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): UK – Icon, US – St Martin’s Press 

Publication 

date:  

February 2017 

Film:  Film rights sold to EOne Features 

High in the Tuscan hills above Florence, the menacing Vincigliata 

Castle – a very special prisoner-of-war camp converted on 

Mussolini’s personal orders – held thirteen of the most senior British 

and Commonwealth officers captured during the campaign in North 

Africa. 

Against insuperable odds, these extraordinary middle-aged POWs 

drove a complex tunnel beneath the castle, and by March 1943 it was 

ready… 

Six men would attempt the impossible: an air marshal, three brigadiers, 

two lieutenant-generals. Three were knights of the realm and two held 

the Victoria Cross. One was missing a hand and eye, another suffered 

a gammy hip. The youngest was 48, the oldest 63. 

During that rainswept night, three teams burst out of the earth and 

slipped away, intent on reaching neutral Switzerland. 

Acclaimed historian Mark Felton, author of Zero Night and The Sea 

Devils, tells the amazing true story of their adventures on the run. But 

did any of them make it to freedom? 

Mark Felton has written over a dozen books on World War Two, 

including most recently, The Sea Devils, a thrilling tale of World War 

Two derring-do in the Pacific and Zero Night, an account of a mass 

POW escape, described as ‘a thundering good read’ by History of 

War magazine. His Japan’s Gestapo was named ‘Best Book of 2009’ by 

the Japan Times. He also writes regularly for publications 

including Military History Monthly and World War II. After a decade 

spent working in Shanghai, he now lives in Colchester. 

 

THE BIBLE FOR GROWN-UPS. A New Look at the Good Book by 

Simon Loveday 

Publisher(s): UK – Icon Books Ltd 
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Publication 

date:  

November 2016 

 
 

The Bible for Grown-Ups neither requires, nor rejects, belief. It sets 

out to help intelligent adults make sense of the Bible – a book that is 

too large to swallow whole, yet too important in our history and 

culture to spit out. 

Why do the creation stories in Genesis contradict each other? Did the 

Exodus really happen? Was King David a historical figure? Why is 

Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus so different from Luke’s? Why 

was St Paul so rude about St Peter? Every Biblical author wrote for 

their own time, and their own audience. In short, nothing in the Bible 

is quite what it seems. 

Literary critic Simon Loveday’s book – a labour of love that has taken 

over a decade to write – is a thrilling read, for Christians and anyone 

else, which will overturn everything you thought you knew about the 

Good Book. 

Loveday’s case is that the mantle of historical truth and divine authority has 

placed upon the Bible an intolerable weight, crushing it as a creative work of 

immense imaginative and inspirational power. His argument is both 

fascinating and persuasive. -- Matthew Parris 

Simon Loveday trained as an anthropologist and a literary critic, 

teaching at UEA and Oxford. He also edited the psychological journal 

Typeface and wrote The Romances of John Fowles. He lectured at 

Keele University and lived in Wells, Somerset, where he was at one 

time Chair of the Wells Festival of Literature. Simon Loveday died in 

October 2016. 

 

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION. A New History by Sean McMeekin 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Dutch – Nieuw 

Amsterdam, 

Spanish – Taurus) 

 

SALES OF PREVIOUS 

TITLES: 

Croatian – Algoritam Ltd., 

Czech – Albatros Media 

Inc., 

German – Europa Verlag 

 

 

 

Agent: Andrew Lownie Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): US – Basic 

Publication 

date:  

May 2017 

Material: ms available 

The Russian Revolution captures all the drama and exhilaration of the 

Bolsheviks’ struggle to, in Trotsky’s words, “overthrow the world,” 

using Russia as a launching pad for global revolution. 

At the distance of a century, the Russian Revolution still exerts a 

powerful pull on the political imagination. Even now, a quarter-century 

after the collapse of the Soviet Union, Lenin’s legacy endures. The 

Communist Party still rules in China. On the Korean peninsula, the 

Cold War refuses to die. The “capitalist” West, improbably, has seen a 

resurgence of Marxist faith in the wake of the global financial crash of 

2008, scarcely a generation after Marx’s obituary seemed to be written 

in the fall of the Berlin Wall. 

In this timely new study, Sean McMeekin recreates more vividly than 

ever before the atmosphere of 1917, explaining what really happened 

in Russia under the strain of world war.  Far from the “class conflict” of 
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Marxist legend, the Revolution, McMeekin shows, grew out of a 

peculiarly Russian blend of mutiny, political demagoguery, popular 

fury, and not least, government incompetence. Using never-before seen 

files from the Soviet archives, McMeekin has produced the definitive 

account of Bolshevik finances, showing the hidden material reasons the 

Reds were able to defeat all comers in the Russian Civil War and to 

spread Communist propaganda to every corner of the globe. 

Sean McMeekin was born in Idaho, raised in Rochester NY, and 

educated at Stanford and UC Berkeley. He has always been fascinated 

by modern history and pursued this interest into several dozen 

European and American archives, as far east as Moscow, before settling 

down to teach at Koç University in Istanbul, where he lives with his 

wife, Nesrin, and their daughter, Ayla. 

 

THE LOST MARY. How the Jewish Mother of Jesus Became the 

Virgin Mother of God by Dr. James Tabor 

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

(French – Flammarion) 

 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Knopf 

Publication 

date: 

tbc 

Delivery date:  September 2017 

 

Material: proposal available 

From the acclaimed and international bestselling author of The Jesus 

Dynasty and Professor of Religious studies, James Tabor Ph.D.’s THE 

LOST MARY is the first search for the historical mother of Jesus, the 

most famous and least known woman in history. 

Tabor uses new archaeology and new textual discoveries to reveal that 

Mary had seven children by two husbands and was a powerful figure 

in the early Church. THE LOST MARY offers a credible patrimony for 

Jesus, and presents her life and times in a vivid and compelling 

manner, using archaeological findings and little-known literary 

sources. 

Mary, mother of Jesus, perhaps the most poorly-understood person who ever 

lived, could not find a better modern interpreter than James Tabor, whose life-

long training in both archaeology and textual studies has given him the keys 

to construct—for the first time—a convincing portrayal of this enigmatic 

figure. -- John Dominic Crossan, Author of the classic and bestselling 

The Historical Jesus, Emeritus Professor of Religious Studies, DePaul 

University, Chicago, Illinois 

Through a meticulous sifting of the textual and archaeological evidence, Tabor 

sets out to recover not only what has been lost, but in some cases deliberately 

erased from her story. As bold as it will be engaging, The Lost Mary is certain 

to provoke discussion among both scholars and the wider reading public. -- 

Arthur Droge, Professor of Religious studies, University of Toronto 

James D. Tabor is Professor in the Department of Religious Studies at 

the University of North Carolina at Charlotte where he has taught since 
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1989 and served as Chair from 2005-2015. His undergraduate and M.A. 

degrees were in Biblical Languages (Abilene Christian University, 

Pepperdine University), and his Ph.D. is from the University of 

Chicago in the area of Biblical Studies, with an emphasis on Christian 

Origins and ancient Judaism, including the Dead Sea Scrolls, John the 

Baptist, Jesus, James the brother of Jesus, and Paul. He has published 

seven books and over 100 articles, including, Why Waco, A Noble 

Death, the New York Times bestseller, The Jesus Dynasty, followed by 

The Jesus Discovery, and most recently Paul and Jesus. 

 

 

NARRATIVE NON-FICTION 

 

COMPARING NOTES. How We Make Sense of Music by Adam 

Ockleford                                                                                          

 

Agent: Andrew Lownie Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): UK – Profile  

Publication date:  June 2017 

Material: ms available 

A tap of the foot, a rush of emotion, the urge to hum a tune; without 

instruction or training we all respond intuitively to music. 

COMPARING NOTES explores what music is, why we are all musical, 

and how abstract patterns of sound that don't actually mean anything 

can in fact be so meaningful. 

Taking the reader on a clear and compelling tour of major twentieth 

century musical theories, Professor Adam Ockelford arrives at his own 

important psychologically grounded theory of how music works. From 

pitch and rhythm to dynamics and timbre, he shows how all the 

elements of music cohere through the principle of imitation to create an 

abstract narrative in sound that we instinctively grasp, whether 

listening to Bach or the Beatles. 

Based on three decades of innovative work with blind children and 

those on the autism spectrum, the book draws lessons from 

neurodiversity to show how we all develop musically, and to explore 

the experience of music from composer and performer to listener. 

Authoritative, engaging and full of wonderful examples from across 

the musical spectrum, COMPARING NOTES is essential reading for 

anyone who's ever loved a song, sonata or symphony, and wondered 

why. 

Professor Adam Ockelford is Director of the Applied Music Research 

Centre at the University of Roehampton in London. He trained as a 

musician at the Royal Academy of Music in the 1970s before developing 

an interest in music psychology. One of his main areas of research is in 

children with special music abilities or needs, particularly those on the 

autism spectrum. Adam is in demand internationally as a speaker, and 

has appeared on TV and radio all over the world. 
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THE SMELL OF FRESH RAIN. A Journey into Our Sense of Smell 

by Barney Shaw 

 

Publisher(s): UK – Icon Books Ltd 

Publication 

date: 

September 2017 

Delivery date: Summer 2017 

An exploration of the hidden complexities of one of our most 

underused and misunderstood senses. 

What do we actually mean when we say that something smells of fresh 

paint? Or frying bacon? And what does five o clock in the morning 

smell like? 

Inspired by unsettlingly synaesthesic questions put to him by his son 

(a musical genius who has autism) Barney Shaw looks into the science 

of smell: peering behind its sensory nature to discover its complexities, 

and finding beauty in its processes. 

Shaw’s popular science debut is an investigation into the biology, 

psychology and history of smell. It’s also a search for effective ways to 

describe the kinds of smell we instantly relate to, but find strangely 

ineffable, and includes a 200-item thesaurus of succinct descriptions of 

common smells. Journeying around boatyards, perfume shops and 

memories, Barney Shaw opens your nose, breaking down the ‘chords’ 

of smells into component notes and revealing new ways of 

understanding the world around us. 

Barney Shaw is an artist, and former civil servant. He was Private 

Secretary for Norman Tebbit and later David Miliband, and was put in 

charge of the country’s 1,100 unemployment benefit offices. He was 

responsible for government policy on, variously: Scientology, anthrax 

and wartime conscription. This is his first book. 

 

EVERY WORD IS A BIRD WE TEACH TO SING [previously: A 

World of Words] by Daniel Tammet    

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

French – Les Arènes 

 

OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

German – Carl Hanser 

Verlag, 

Italian – Zanichelli, 

Portuguese/Portugal – 

Relogio d’Agua, 

Spanish – Blackie Books, 

Agent: Andrew Lownie Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): UK - Hodder, US - Little Brown       

Publication date:  September 2017 

Material: ms available 

An engaging, eclectic, mind-expanding exploration of language, and 

what it can teach us about our minds and lives. 

Author of the global bestseller Born on A Blue Day, and the international 

bestsellers Embracing the Wide Sky and Thinking in Numbers, language 

savant and polyglot Daniel Tammet is the perfect guide for this 

engaging, eclectic, occasionally personal exploration of all things 

linguistic, and what they can teach us about our lives and minds. In this 

second collection of essays, Tammet discusses a fascinating range of 

topics – from Esperanto native speakers and Queen Elizabeth’s French, 

to spatial semantics and aspirational vowels, with synaesthetic colour, 
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wit, and reflection. His tone is intimate, never professorial, confiding 

insights and experiences to readers without jargon or condescension.  

Admirers of Thinking in Numbers will be delighted by the poetic 

sensibility and careful precision with which Tammet returns to the 

essayistic format. His meditations on identity, perception, and 

creativity will offer readers plenty more food for thought. Tammet tells 

the many stories of how words shape our worlds, quickening 

language’s major debates and puzzles – Is vocabulary destiny? How 

does our mother tongue affect our perceptions? – with sharp 

observations and intriguing anecdotes.   

Other essays showcase Tammet’s gentle wit, such as when he dissects 

the ‘clockwork tongues’ of his fellow language inventors, from Leibniz 

to Anthony Burgess; and his ability to explain precisely and lucidly his 

passion and gift for acquiring foreign languages. Combining a vast and 

free-ranging curiosity with a rare and much-celebrated linguistic 

creativity, Tammet’s essays speak directly and evocatively to our 

imagination, endowing fact with all of the poetry and possibility of 

fiction. 

Daniel Tammet is a writer, linguist and educator. A 2007 poll of 4,000 

Britons named him as one of the world's "100 living geniuses". He is the 

creator of 'Optimnem', a website company that has provided language 

learning instruction to thousands around the globe. His 2006 memoir 

Born on A Blue Day describing his life with high-functioning autistic 

savant syndrome was a Sunday Times (UK) and New York Times 

bestseller. It has sold over half a million copies worldwide, and been 

translated into 18 languages. 

Tammet is the subject of the 2005 award-winning documentary film 

'Brainman' which has been shown in more than 40 countries. He set a 

European record on March 14th 2004 when he recited the famous 

mathematical constant Pi (3.141...) to 22,514 decimal places from 

memory in a time of 5 hours, 9 minutes. His remarkable memory, 

mathematical and linguistic abilities have been studied by some of the 

world's leading neuroscientists at California's Center for Brain Studies 

and the UK's Cambridge Autism Research Centre. 

Turkish – Pegasus 

Yayincilik 

 

 

LITERARY MEMOIR 

 

THE ART OF DEATH. Writing the Final Story by Edwidge Danticat 

 
 
OPTION PUBLISHERS: 

Agent: Aragi, Inc. 

Publisher(s): US – Graywolf Press 

Publication 

date:  

July 2017 

Material:  

 

ms available 

THE ART OF DEATH is part of Graywolf’s series on writing The Art 

of…, within which Danticat’s book occupies a role of prominence, in 
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light of the author’s stunning production of essay collections, edited 

anthologies, novels and children’s books in the past years. 

From the publisher: “Edwidge Danticat’s The Art of Death: Writing the 

Final Story is at once a personal account of her mother dying from 

cancer and a deeply considered reckoning with the ways that other 

writers have approached death in their own work. ‘Writing has been 

the primary way I have tried to make sense of my losses,’ Danticat notes 

in her introduction. ‘I have been writing about death for as long as I 

have been writing.’ The book moves outward from the shock of her 

mother’s diagnosis and sifts through Danticat’s writing life and 

personal history, all the while shifting fluidly from examples that range 

from Gabriel García Márquez’s One Hundred Years of Solitude to Toni 

Morrison’s Sula. The narrative, which continually circles the many 

incarnations of death from individual to large-scale catastrophes, 

culminates in a beautiful, heartrending prayer in the voice of Danticat’s 

mother. A moving tribute and a work of astute criticism, The Art of 

Death is a book that will profoundly alter all who encounter it.” 

Edwidge Danticat is an award-winning writer of Haitian descent 

known for works like Breath, Eyes, Memory, Krik? Krak! and The Dew 

Breaker, among others. Born on January 19, 1969, in Port-au-Prince, 

Haiti, Edwidge Danticat later immigrated to the U.S., where she 

published her debut novel Breath, Eyes, Memory. She has written an 

array of award-winning fiction and non-fiction books over the years, 

including Claire of the Sea Light and Brother, I’m Dying, a memoir which 

focused on the uncle who’d helped raise her. 

Arabic – Athar, 

French – Grasset & 

Fasquelle, 

German – Carl Hanser 

Verlag, 

Italian – Piemme, 

Japanese – Sakuhinsha 

 

THE CHOICE. Escape Your Past and Embrace the Possible by Dr. 

Edith Eger 

 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: 

(Czech – Prah, 

Dutch – AW Bruna, 

French – JC Lattes, 

German – BTB/RH, 

Hungarian – Libri 

Konyvkiado, 

Italian – Garzanti, 

Polish – Czarna Graal, 

Portuguese/Brazil – GMT 

Editores, 

Portuguese/Portugal – 

Edicioes Saida, 

Slovak – Eastone, 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – Scribner, UK – Rider/RH 

Publication 

date:  

September 2017 

Material: ms available 

A former ballet dancer who was forced to dance for Josef Mengele in 

Auschwitz, an eminent psychologist and a keynote speaker at Viktor 

Frankl’s 90th birthday, Edith Eva Eger, Ph.D. has written a testimony 

to living with joy, compassion and freedom. 

THE CHOICE celebrates the singular ability of one survivor to heal 

others, from Navy SEALs to abused women, from those who have 

experienced traumatic events to those shackled by everyday fears and 

self-imprisoning beliefs. 

This is a book for all people, and one that will live on for many years. -- Judith 

Kendra 

I am exhilarated by Eger’s courage and compassion and sheer ebullience, most 

of all by her conviction that in every life, in every place, even in Auschwitz, 

there is choice. We can choose life. -- Nan Graham 

The Choice will be an extraordinary book on heroism, healing, resiliency, 
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compassion, survival with dignity, mental toughness, and moral courage. It 

will appeal to millions of people who can learn from Dr. Eger’s inspiring cases 

and shocking personal story as well as her profound clinical wisdom to heal 

their lives. -- Philip Zimbardo, Ph.D., Stanford Professor Emeritus of 

Psychology, New York Times Bestselling author of The Lucifer Effect 

A native of Hungary, Edith Eva Eger was just a young teenager in 1944 

when she experienced one of the worst evils the human race has ever 

known. As a Jew living in Nazi-occupied Eastern Europe, she and her 

family were sent to Auschwitz, the heinous death camp. Her parents 

lost their lives there.  Toward the end of the war Edith and other 

prisoners had been moved to Austria. On May 4, 1945 a young 

American soldier noticed her hand moving slightly amongst a number 

of dead bodies. He quickly summoned medical help and brought her 

back from the brink of death. Dr. Eger is a prolific author and a member 

of several professional associations. She has a clinical practice in La 

Jolla, California and holds a faculty appointment at the University of 

California, San Diego. She has appeared on numerous television 

programs including Oprah Winfrey and was the primary subject of a 

holocaust documentary that appeared on Dutch National Television. 

She is frequently invited to make speaking engagements throughout 

the United States, Mexico, and abroad. 

Taiwanese – Crown 

Publishing) 

 

THE HOUSE OF MEMORY. Reflections on Youth and War by John 

Freely  

 
 

Agent: The Gillian MacKenzie Agency 

Publisher(s): US – Kopf 

Publication 

date:  

April 2017 

Material:  

 

ms available 

An engaging, funny, and tender memoir from a man of ninety years: 

of growing up poor in a Brooklyn and Ireland that now exist only in 

memory, and of serving in the China/Burma/India theater during 

World War II as a member of an elite U.S. Navy commando unit.   

John Freely’s voice is still astonishingly youthful, full of wonder, 

humor, and gratitude, as he remembers his fully lived life: born in 

Brooklyn to Irish immigrants, taken to Ireland by his mother when he 

was five (the Depression had hit hard), his young childhood spent on 

his grandfather’s farm in western Ireland, impoverished by the times, 

but rich in beauty and intriguing people, opening in him a lifelong 

desire to see the world and its inhabitants; returning to Brooklyn when 

he was seven, the antics of a coming-of-age boy played out on streets 

filled with character and characters; taking whatever jobs he could 

when times got tough but always shaking off his losses and moving on, 

hungry to see and experience what was next; joining the U.S. Navy at 

seventeen to “see the world,” and doing just that: even in wartime, 

while bringing supplies and ammunition over the Burma Road to 

Chiang Kai-shek’s Chinese guerrilla forces, serving alongside them 
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during the last weeks of World War II in the Tibetan borderlands of 

China, a Shangri-la that war had turned into hell on earth. 

John Freely was born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1926, served in the 

U.S. Navy from 1944 to 1946, was graduated from Princeton University, 

and received a Ph.D. in nuclear physics from New York University. He 

taught physics for more than fifty years at Roberts College, now called 

the University of the Bosphorus in Istanbul, where a building was 

recently named for him. He is the author of more than sixty books on 

Turkey, Greece, biographical figures, and the history of science. He 

lives now in Bath, England, with his daughter, the writer and translator 

Maureen Freely. 

 

THE SUN DOES SHINE by Anthony Ray Hinton 

 

Agent: Idea Architects   

Publisher(s): US – St. Martin’s 

Publication 

date:  

Fall 2018 

Delivery date: April 2017 

Material: proposal available 

A man who spent thirty years on death row for a crime he did not 

commit reveals that nothing—not racism, not injustice, not cruelty—

can destroy a man’s capacity for hope, joy, and love. Like Bryan 

Stevenson’s celebrated and bestselling Just Mercy, THE SUN DOES 

SHINE tells a powerful story that is stranger and more shocking than 

fiction and that brings to life both profound social justice issues and 

profound human questions of suffering and redemption. 

Nelson Mandela spent 27 years in prison for opposing a racist system in South 

Africa. Anthony Ray Hinton spent 30 years on death row because a racist 

system still exists in America. Both emerged from their incarceration with a 

profound capacity to forgive. They are stunning examples of how the most 

horrendous cruelty can lead to the most transcendent compassion. The Sun 

Does Shine is both a cautionary tale for all who think that a great nation can 

easily forget its past and inspiring proof of the inability to condemn a man’s 

capacity for hope, love, and joy. An amazing and heartwarming story, it 

restores our faith in the inherent goodness of humanity. -- Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu 

If there is ever a story that needs to be told, it is this one. Anthony Ray Hinton 

is extraordinary, an example to us all of the power of the human spirit to rise 

above complete injustice. He is using his experience as a way to turn the 

broken criminal justice system upside down. He is a brilliant storyteller, and 

his book will make people laugh, cry, and change their own lives for the better. 

It will also inspire people to never accept the unacceptable, like the death 

penalty. The Sun Does Shine will be a book that people all around the world 

will never forget. -- Richard Branson 
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WHEN I WAS WHITE by Sarah Valentine 

 
 

Agent: The Gillian MacKenzie Agency 

Publisher(s): US – St Martin’s Press 

Publication 

date: 

June 2018 

Material:   proposal available 

When I Was White is a compelling memoir that offers a remarkable 

vantage point from which to examine race and its role in America.  Its 

author, Sarah Valentine, was born into a white family, taught to be 

proud of her Italian roots on her mother’s side, her hard-scrabble Irish 

roots and Daughter of the American Revolution status on her father’s 

side. Raised in a non-diverse suburban community with two younger 

brothers and all white friends, she had the trappings of a 1980’s white, 

middle class, American life.   

But what was plain for everyone to see was that Sarah did not look the 

same as her white family – strangers would assume she was African 

American and ask if she was adopted -- yet her difference was never 

acknowledged by those she knew. And since she was told she was 

white, shown pictures of her dad holding her in the maternity ward, 

regaled with the family’s history, and inculcated with the unspoken 

sense that her difference was shameful, she unquestioningly accepted 

her whiteness. Only very deep down, in a secret, painful place, did she 

register that some people treated her differently, that it made her upset, 

and that there was a hidden explanation for it all.  It wasn’t until she 

was in her mid-20s, as a graduate student at Princeton, that she finally 

gathered the courage to confront her mother, who at long last told her 

the truth about her paternal origin… but was it the full truth? 

An accomplished poet, translator, and scholar, Sarah Valentine has a 

PhD in Russian Literature from Princeton University, a BA in Creative 

Writing, with Honors, from Carnegie Mellon University, and now is 

Visiting Assistant Professor at Northwestern University, where she 

teaches creative non-fiction, media studies, and critical theory. Her 

personal essay, “The Divine Auditor,” about her transition from white 

to black, was published in Prairie Schooner, won her the 2013 Bernice 

Slote Award for best new writer, and captured significant scholarly 

interest; the essay is taught in courses ranging from African diaspora 

women’s literature to courses on the formation of Italian American 

identity. 

 

 

POP CULTURE 

 

GENERATION DECKS. The Unoffical History of Gaming 

Phenomenon Magic: The Gathering by Titus Chalk 

Agent: Watson, Little Ltd 

Publisher(s): WEL – Rebellion 
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Publication 

date:  

April 2017 

 

Material: ms available 

The story behind the game with 20 million fans worldwide. 

Magic: The Gathering is an extraordinary success story belatedly earning 

mainstream recognition. Magic’s inventors are millionaires. Its players 

have gone from bullying victims to champions, philanthropists and 

entrepreneurs. And, last year, it earned revenues of $250 million, 

reached record player levels and sealed a blockbuster movie deal with 

20th Century Fox. Magic is as complex as chess and as compelling as 

Grand Theft Auto. It is the missing link between the analogue and digital 

eras and remains the most important game you have never heard of. 

With 500,000 tournaments taking place annually and 20 million fans 

worldwide, Magic needs its story to be told. GENERATION DECKS 

celebrates its genuine significance – to its author, to gamers 

everywhere and to a pop-cultural landscape it helped make more geek-

friendly than ever before.  

GENERATION DECKS not only tells the game’s history, but includes 

a memoir of Chalk’s time playing it. On one hand, it is the 

rambunctious business tale of a gang of friends, who stumbled upon a 

Zeitgeist-defining product. But on the other, it’s a community that 

enabled marginalised techies, nerds and gamers to lonely kids – like 

the author who discovered the game during a painful exile in nineties 

New Zealand – had a sense of belonging to something bigger. 

Titus Chalk is a freelance writer currently based in Berlin. His itinerant 

life has led him from the UK to New Zealand and France and now, to 

the German capital. Having learned to play Magic: The Gathering in 

early-nineties New Zealand, he has been lugging a cupboard full of 

cards with him ever since, with many of the rarest in his collection 

worth more than their weight in gold. He loves Magic, has made 

friends for life playing it, but remains a critical and curious guide to 

the enthralling game. 

 

THE EMOJI CODE. How Smiley Faces, Love Hearts and Thumbs 

Up are Changing the Way We Communicate by Dr Vyvyan Evans 

 

Agent: Watson, Little Ltd. 

Publisher(s): US – Picador, UK – Michael O’Mara 

Publication 

date:  

August 2017 (US), September 2017 (UK) 

Material: proposal available 

Since 2011, the use of emoji – deriving from the Japanese, meaning 

picture character – has become a global phenomenon. 

We send over 6 billion emoji every day and regularly send emoji-only 

messages, and, when Oxford Dictionaries named the 'Face with Tears 

of Joy' emoji as their 'Word of the Year 2015', it received an enormous 

amount of criticism. 
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Whenever emoji are covered in the popular media the same burning 

questions come up: Can an emoji really be a word? How language-like 

is it? Will emoji make us dumber? Or more lazy? Will they make us less 

adept at communicating with our nearest and dearest? And does this 

signal the death knell for language as we know it? 

Drawing on findings from disciplines as diverse as linguistics, 

cognitive science, psychology, neuroscience, archaeology and 

anthropology, this groundbreaking book explores human capacity to 

communicate, and addresses these questions in the process. 

THE EMOJI CODE sheds light on emoji's vital role in the expression of 

emotion in digital communication and more, pointing the way for the 

future of international communication in a provocative and 

entertaining way. 

Dr Vyvyan Evans is the author of a dozen books; his The Language Myth 

(a riposte to Steven Pinker’s bestselling The Language Instinct) has 

proved to be Cambridge UP’s biggest selling book on language to date.  

 

I WAS TOLD THERE'D BE SEXBOTS. Travels Through the Future 

by J. Maarten Troost 

 

Agent: B. J. Robbins Literary Agency 

Publisher(s): WEL – Holt      

Publication 

date: 

Winter 2018 

Delivery date: March 2017 

In a rapidly changing world, where the collapse of humanity feels 

like a news cycle away, how will our species possibly survive? Take 

heart and witness communities creating the future in this bold and 

hilarious travelogue from the bestselling author of The Sex Lives of 

Cannibals. 

One day, J. Maarten Troost looked up from the book he was reading, a 

novel about civilization’s collapse. Here’s what he saw: his wife 

composing a report on the dire future of global fish stocks, his youngest 

child building a battle robot called the Terminator, and his oldest 

watching a movie about children in a post-apocalyptic world. He took 

this moment in and wondered: when did our conceptions of the 

future—in pop culture, in science, in business—become so bleak? Even 

more, are our fears founded?  

A lifelong traveller, he decided to head off to several ends of the earth 

to investigate how different societies today might reveal the future to 

us, or more specifically, how they might answer the question: what will 

the world look like in 2050? In South Korea, he navigated the future of 

cities and of artificial intelligence. In Denmark, he tasted the future of 

food. In Japan, he marvelled at youth in an aging population. And in 

South Africa, he witnessed the struggle between our noble efforts at 

conservation and our continued corruption. 

What he found in each of these four countries surprised and, even 

more, enlightened him.  
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With his characteristic wit and charming irreverence, Troost brilliantly 

reimagines the travel narrative in this hilarious and game-changing 

book—traveling not just to an existing place at a particular moment, 

but to the unforeseeable future, and inviting us all to travel with him. 

Pack light. Be prepared. 

J. Maarten Troost is a Dutch-American travel writer and essayist, and 

the author of The Sex Lives of Cannibals: Adrift in the Equatorial Pacific. 

His essays have appeared in the Atlantic Monthly, the Washington 

Post, and the Prague Post. He spent two years in Kiribati in the 

equatorial Pacific and upon his return was hired as a consultant by the 

World Bank. After several years in Fiji, he recently relocated to the U.S. 

and now lives with his wife and son in California. 

 

GUTS: The Anatomy of The Walking Dead by Paul Vigna     

 
 

RIGHTS SOLD: 

Portuguese/Brazil – Casa 

dos livros 

Agent: The Gillian MacKenzie Agency 

Publisher(s): US – Dey Street Books   

Publication 

date: 

September 2017 

Delivery date: April 2017 

Material: proposal available 

GUTS isn't a zombie anthology, nor a coffee table picture book, nor a 

making-of journal. Instead, it is a thoughtful, spirited, and fascinating 

look at what has made The Walking Dead show such a phenomenon. As 

if performing an autopsy, Paul Vigna will cut open every aspect of the 

franchise – from its history, story, and characters; to the changing 

nature of TV and media; to the history of the zombie genre as a mirror 

into people’s own fears; to the current geopolitical climate and the 

show as social critique; to the passionate, deeply dedicated fans of the 

show themselves. Both playful and perceptive, the book offers readers 

behind the scenes insights and stories, while providing deep context 

into what they are watching and why they might be so drawn in by it. 

Paul Vigna is a markets reporter for The Wall Street Journal, covering 

equities and the economy. He writes for the MoneyBeat blog and hosts 

a daily news show of the same name. Previously a writer and editor of 

the MarketTalk column in DowJones Newswires, he has been a guest 

on the Fox Business Network, CNN, the BBC, and the John Batchelor 

radio show. He has been interviewed by Bitcoin magazine and 

appeared on the Bitcoins & Gravy podcast, and boasts a collective 20 

years of journalism experience. 

 

 

HUMOUR/ GIFT BOOKS 

 

SAD ANIMAL LOVE LIVES by Brooke Barker 

Agent: Duvall Osteen, Aragi, Inc. 
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Publisher(s): US – Flatiron Book 

 
 

 
 

 
 

SALES OF SAD ANIMAL 

FACTS: 

Chinese/ Mainland – United 

Sky New Media Co., 

Finnish – Atena Kustannus, 

French – Flammarion, 

German – Mosaik Verlag, 

Japanese – Diamond Inc., 

Korean – Sejong Books 

 

Publication 

date: 

tbc 

Material: proposal available 

Animal courtship isn’t beautiful; it’s strange, difficult, and downright 

depressing. 

If the birds and bees shocked you the first time around, you'll want to 

make sure you're sitting down and near a box of tissues. Bee 

relationships are anything but sweet. Not all birds are lovebirds. The 

more you learn about animals the more you’ll see that most things 

about them are incredibly sad, and their love lives are no exception. 

The sequel to the funniest and sweetest Sad Animal Facts, SAD 

ANIMAL LOVE LIVES will resonate with anyone who’s dated, and 

will cheer up anyone with a broken heart. No matter how complicated 

a relationship you’re in, there’s an animal who has it much worse. 

Brooke Barker is a writer, illustrator and advertising copywriter who 

lives in Portland, Oregon. She loves making things; her favourite 

animal is the Malayan tapir and the animal she feels the sorriest for is 

whales, every kind of whale. Brooke is the author of Sad Animal Facts, 

which was developed out of her hit Instagram account and was 

published by Flatiron Books in 2016. She has been endorsed by 

comedians, zoologists and all sorts of animals. Her facts have been 

featured in O Magazine, The Guardian, and, most recently, will be on 

display at The Onassis Foundation's exhibit "A World of Emotions". To 

date, Sad Animal Facts has been sold in seven languages, with more to 

come. 

 

CREATIVE SPIRITS. Writers and the Booze That Stirred Them, A 

Brief Illustrated History by Greg Clarke & Monte Beauchamp, 

illustrated by Greg Clarke 

 

Agent: The Gillian MacKenzie Agency 

Publisher(s): US – Dey Street Books 

Publication 

date: 

December 2018 

Material: proposal available 

Throughout history, many writers have claimed that their alcohol of 

choice served as their creative catalyst. From Aristophanes’ attraction 

to wine, to Jane Austen’s beer brewing, to Dostoevsky’s breakfast of 

grain vodka, to EB White’s prescription for writers’ block -- a dry 

martini -- the stories of the ways alcohol has acted as muse both 

entertain and delight. The book is organized by type of spirit, each 
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chapter employing Clarke’s signature graphic style to bring the reader 

through an illustrated world of that alcohol, touching on anecdotes 

about famous writers who had a particular fondness for it, historical 

tidbits, recipes, and anecdotal information about the booze and its 

creation. 

CREATIVE SPIRITS will appeal to those who love quirky, illustrated 

books that have a similar playful spirit as Amy Stewart’s The Drunken 

Botanist and Randall Munroe’s What If?  It is at once a celebration of 

literature and its creators, as well as the role that drinks have played 

through time.  And it makes for the perfect gift book. 

Greg Clarke's work has appeared in numerous publications including 

Rolling Stone, Time Magazine, The Atlantic, BLAB!, Mother Jones, Real 

Simple, and The New Yorker. Clarke has been featured in Taschen's 

Illustration Now! and Luerzer's Archive's 200 Best Illustrators Worldwide, 

among others. 

Co-author Monte Beauchamp is an award-winning art director and 

graphic designer whose work has appeared in Graphis, Communication 

Arts, The Society of Publication Designers Annual, Print, American 

Illustration, and The Society of Illustrators Annual. He is the 

founder/editor/art director/designer of BLAB!—the award-winning 

anthology of cutting-edge illustration and design. BLAB!'s list of 

contributors includes Chris Ware, Daniel Clowes, Gary Panter, Gary 

Baseman, Sue Coe, Steven Heller, Nora Krug, and dozens more. 

 

THE BOOK OF FORGOTTEN AUTHORS by Cristopher Fowler 

 

Agent: Watson, Little Ltd 

Publisher(s): WEL – Quercus 

Publication 

date:  

October 2017 

Material: ms available 

For every Agatha Christie, there was another wonderful mystery 

writer… 

For every Sherlock Holmes, there was an even better detective… 

For every successful English writer there were others in France, 

Austria, India, Spain and Holland who weren’t translated… 

These authors wrote the popular books that shaped our imaginations 

and became touchstones in the lives of every reader. They were 

influential and often hugely successful, but they vanished from 

bookshelves. What happened to them? 

Adopting false identities, switching genders, losing fortunes, 

descending into alcoholism, discovering new careers, getting censored, 

dying of shame, going mad or reinventing themselves, these missing 

authors have stories to tell which are as surprising than anything they 

wrote. Their books live on, traveling across the world, passed to 

children, friends and second-hand shops. And sometimes they 

surprise everyone by revealing secrets… 
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These are the extraordinary stories of the forgotten authors. One dated 

a porn star, one was involved with a murderer, one became the subject 

of a sex scandal and one turned out to be Winston Churchill. Some 

chose their own fates, some were simply unlucky, but most deserve to 

be remembered and revered by book lovers.  

These are their stories… 

I love it! A real gem. -- Joanne Harris  

Will have the inevitable effect of sending readers in search of these intriguing 

lost names. -- Barry Forshaw 

Christopher Fowler was born in Greenwich, London. He is the multi 

award-winning author of over thirty novels & ten short story 

collections. His books have been optioned by Guillermo Del Toro 

(SPANKY) and Jude Law (PSYCHOVILLE). 

 

ROOMS WITH A VIEW. The Secret Life of Great Hotels by Adrian 

Mourby (B-format HBK with b/w illustrations) 

 
 

Publisher(s): UK – Icon Books Ltd 

Publication 

date:  

November 2017 

Delivery date: tbc 

Incredible, startling and often hilarious tales from the world’s best 

hotels. 

Salvador Dalí once asked room service at Hôtel Le Meurice in Paris to 

send him up a flock of sheep. When they were duly brought to his room 

he got out a gun and fired blanks at them. George Bernard Shaw tried 

to learn the tango at Reid’s Palace in Madeira, and the details of India’s 

independence were worked out in the ballroom of the Imperial Hotel, 

Delhi. 

The great hotels have provided glamorous backgrounds for some of 

the most momentous – and most bizarre – events of world history. 

Adrian Mourby is a distinguished hotel historian and travel journalist 

– and a lover of great hotels. Here he tells the stories of 50 of the world’s 

most magnificent, among them the Adlon in Berlin, the Cipriani in 

Venice, the Intercontinental in Saigon, Raffles in Singapore, the 

Dorchester in London, Hotel Kamp in Helsinki, the Pera Palace in 

Istanbul – and, a personal favourite, the Art Deco Midland in 

Morecambe Bay. 

All human life is to be found in a great hotel, only in a more 

entertaining form. 

Adrian Mourby was an award-winning BBC drama producer before 

turning to full-time writing. He has published three novels, two AA 

travel guides, a book of humour based on his Sony Award-winning 

Radio 4 series Whatever Happened To…? and most recently Rooms of 

One’s Own (Icon, 2017). In recent years Adrian has won two Italian 

awards for his travel journalism. He also writes extensively on opera 

and has produced operas by Mozart, Handel and Purcell, both in the 

UK and in Europe. 

 


